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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children
and Human Services Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today on behalf of Community Shelter
Board (CSB) in support of House Bill 472.

My name is Steve Skovensky, and | serve as Chief System Effectiveness Officer for
Community Shelter Board. CSB leads the coordinated response to homelessness in
Franklin County and Central Ohio region, administering more than $65 million annually to
fund a homeless crisis response system that includes prevention, emergency shelter,
street outreach, rapid re-housing, and permanent supportive housing through a network of
16 nonprofit partner agencies. CSB is the System Leader and a catalyst in the region
providing innovative solutions to preventing and ending homelessness whenever possible.

At CSB and within our partner network, we work every day to ensure that homelessness is
rare, brief, and non-recurring. Access to a state ID and a birth certificate is often taken for
granted, yet they are the keys that unlock housing. Without identification, a person cannot:

e Signalease

e Secure employment

Enrollin public benefits

Access some forms of healthcare
Register for school or higher education

This is particularly urgent for:

e Youth aging out of foster care

Adults staying in emergency shelter or living in places outside not meant for human
habitation

People reentering the community from jail or prison

Individuals fleeing domestic violence

Those exiting hospitals or treatment programs

¢ Families who have lost documents due to eviction, fire, or unsafe living conditions

Even small fees can create insurmountable financial barriers for those who have nothing in
their pocket but the urgency to survive. The partners in our Crisis Response System spend
valuable time and resources working to obtain ID documents so that they can assist our
most vulnerable community members in getting into housing, increasing their income and
accessing essential services for their health and well-being. Community members in crisis



have been through trauma and difficulties that extend into multiple domains of their lives.
Any step toward making it easier for someone to move out of homelessness is a huge step.
House Bill 472 is a huge step. Just as CSB is recognizing that barriers need to be broken
down to make housing easier to access, so is House Bill 472. As a former Street Outreach
worker and Coordinator of a Street Outreach program, | can tell you firsthand of the
struggles of our community members who live in tents in the winter and in the backseats of
their cars throughout our County’s alleys and parking lots. This huge step will help to
alleviate suffering as lives are stabilized in housing throughout the community.

House Bill 472 recognizes a simple truth: No one should be prevented from getting housing
because they cannot afford a document proving who they are.

By eliminating administrative hurdles and fee requirements, this bill:

¢ Reduces system delays during housing placement
e Supports faster exits from homelessness

¢ Improves workforce participation

e Promotes safer transitions from institutions

¢ Reduces future public system costs

Ohio’s homelessness crisis demands solutions that are practical, equitable, and cost-
effective. This bill checks every box.

HB 472 affirms that people experiencing homelessness deserve the same access to
opportunity as every Ohioan. We are grateful to Representatives Cockley and Salvo for
championing legislation rooted in dignity, access and common sense. Community Shelter
Board strongly urges swift passage of House Bill 472.

Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to solutions that move Ohioans from
homelessness to a place to come home to. | am happy to answer any questions.

Thank you and sincerely,
Steven Skovensky

Chief System Effectiveness Officer
Community Shelter Board



