w_ =

&

Huckle

Huckleberry House, Inc. | 1421 Hamlet Street | Columbus, Ohio 43201 | 614.294.8097 | Fax 614.294.6109

Tuesday, November 4, 2025
Ohio House Children and Human Services Committee
Proponent Testimony - Ohio House Bill 472

Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Rankin Member Lett and members of the House Children and
Human Services Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today in support of
Ohio House Bill 472.

Huckleberry House strongly supports HB 472, ensuring that people experiencing homelessness
can access the identification they need to obtain essential services, secure housing, and fully
participate in society by waiving ID and birth certificate fees; and, allowing a professional certifying
a minor's homelessness to sign the ID card application in place of a parent or guardian.

Huckleberry House specifically works with youth in crisis or experiencing homelessness, ages 12 -
24, and is the front door to the Youth Housing System for Franklin County.

Vital documents, such as a birth certificate, state ID, or Social Security card, are essential for young
people to access nearly every basic service or opportunity that supports stability. Without them,
youth experiencing homelessness face significant barriers to rebuilding their lives.

These documents are required to:

e Access housing: Most housing programs, including shelters and transitional housing,
require identification and proof of age or citizenship.

e Obtain employment: Employers must verify identity and work eligibility before hiring.

e Enroll in education or training programs: Schools, GED programs, and vocational training
often require official identification.

e Apply for benefits: Vital records are heeded to access Medicaid, SNAP, or other public
assistance programs.

e Secure safety and stability: Having identification allows youth to open a bank account, sign
leases, and participate fully in community life.

For youth without a stable home or family support, replacing these documents is often complex
and costly. Fees, transportation barriers, and a lack of adult assistance can make the process nearly
impossible without organizational help. Supporting youth in obtaining vital documents is, therefore,
not just administrative — it is a first step toward safety, stability, and independence.

This vital legislation will impact the work of Huckleberry House in the following ways:

¢ CARR (Coordinated Access and Rapid Resolution) Team
Our CARR Team serves as the central entry point for all youth-specific housing options in
Franklin County, including permanent supportive and transitional housing. Working in
partnership with each young person, the team determines eligibility, opens housing cases,
and provides support while youth wait for placement. During this waiting period, CARR
offers light case management, access to community resources, and other supportive
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services.

To qualify for housing, a young person must have all required vital documents. The CARR
Team assists with obtaining these documents for an average of 5-7 clients each month. Due
to limited funding, document assistance is available only to youth who qualify for housing
through CARR.

e YOP (Youth Outreach Program) Shop
The YOP Shop is a walk-in resource center where young people experiencing crisis or
homelessness can seek help. In the first quarter of our fiscal year, more than 530 youth
reached out to the YOP Shop for assistance. Their needs often include food, hygiene items,
housing support, or help obtaining vital documents. However, because of funding
restrictions, we can only process document requests for youth who are referred to and
meet the housing eligibility requirements of the CARR Team.

Of the 530 youth who visited, 60 (11%) were referred to CARR. The remaining 89%—while still
in need—must be referred to outside resources for document assistance, as no funding is
available to provide that service directly through YOP.

HB 472 represents a simple but transformative step for young people experiencing homelessness.
For the youth we serve, an ID or birth certificate is more than a document. It is a key that unlocks
opportunity, dignity, and hope. By removing the financial and procedural barriers that keep these
vital records out of reach, you will empower young people to take control of their futures and
move from crisis to stability. Huckleberry House urges your support of this bill so that every young
person, regardless of circumstance, has the chance to fully participate in our community and build
a brighter, more secure future.



