Submitted by: Kayla Davis, Executive Director, A Step in the Right Direction

My name is Kayla Davis, and | am the Executive Director of A Step in the Right Direction, a
grassroots nonprofit serving families, youth, and individuals living on the Westside and
throughout Columbus.

On a weekly basis, we serve neighbors who are trying to rebuild stability — not strangers,
not statistics — but community members who are already doing the best they can, with
very limited resources.

House Bill 472 matters to us because this is not an abstract policy idea.
This is a need our community is asking for every day.
What we see on the ground

Every week, we see people who are ready to access services — ready to work, ready to sign
a lease, ready to start fresh — but they get stopped at the very first step:

“Do you have ID?”
If the answer is no, the conversation ends there.

In Franklin County, we know homelessness is rising — the 2025 Point-in-Time Count
documented 2,556 people experiencing homelessness, a 7.4% increase from the previous
year. This doesn’t individual the hundreds of people in the shelters throughout Columbus .

Those aren’t numbers — they are mothers, grandfathers, teens, young adults aging out of
systems, pregnant moms trying to do right by their babies.

When people show up to us for help — often at their lowest moment — it feels completely
backwards to then have to tell them:

“Before we can help you, you need paperwork that costs money you don’t have.”

Getting ID isn’t simple — even when the fee is waived

The Ohio BMV requires multiple documents in order to even APPLY for an ID — items like:

o certified birth certificates



e Social Security card or W-2
e courtdocuments for people who have changed names

e AND two proofs of an address

(Referenced in BMV acceptable documents list — BMV Form 2430)

For someone who is unsheltered, couch surfing, fleeing domestic violence, or living out of
a car —this listis not simple.

These documents are often lost, stolen, or destroyed when people move from place to
place — or they don’t exist in their possession at all.

And even if the ID is free — the documents needed to GET the ID can cost $25, $35, $40
each.

That cost is devastating when you have nothing.
The amendments to HB 472 close that gap.
They finally make this realistic for the people we serve.
This bill is about dignity + restoring possibility. When someone gets an ID, it unlocks:
e housing applications
¢ employment
¢ healthcare
e banking
e school supports

¢ mental health services

It allows people to step back into society — not as an invisible person without proof of who
they are — but as a neighbor, a resident, and a full participant.

This bill doesn’t just waive fees.
It removes barriers that keep people stuck in crisis.

It gives people a fair shot at stability — and that is what communities need mst.



On the community level, this is not charity — this is equity & a basic need.

This is about ensuring that every neighbor, regardless of their housing situation, has access
to the basic document that opens doors.

Our community needs HB 472 — and we need the amendments included — because this
bill reflects the actual lived reality of our families and our youth.

Thank you for listening, and for choosing to support policy decisions that reflect dignity,
fairness, and the lived experiences of Ohioans.



