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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House 
Children and Human Services Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer 
testimony in support of House Bill 472, legislation that would waive fees for birth 
certificates and state identification cards for individuals experiencing homelessness. 
 
The cost of housing has increased dramatically in recent years to the point where we 
now have more than 1.2 million Ohioans living in a household that spends over half their 
income on rent or a mortgage. The affordable housing squeeze is pushing more and 
more Ohioans into homelessness. The most recent homelessness Point in Time count 
found nearly 12,000 people experiencing homelessness on one day in January, a 
number that has increased 10% over the past five years. 
 
House Bill 472 would help many of these Ohioans overcome a fundamental barrier to 
stability: access to personal identification. For most of us, losing an ID is a minor 
inconvenience, but for someone without a home, it can mean being locked out of 
society. 
 
A state ID or birth certificate is required for nearly every step toward self-sufficiency. 
Without identification, a person cannot apply for a job, rent an apartment, open a bank 
account, enroll in school, or access most government services and benefits. Yet for 
people struggling to survive, even a modest $25 or $30 fee can be out of reach. 
 
Waiving these fees allows people to participate fully in our economy and society. The 
administrative costs to the state and local governments are minimal compared to the 
benefits of helping more people transition from homelessness to stability and self-
sufficiency. Every Ohioan who can secure employment or housing with restored 
identification reduces the public costs associated with emergency shelters, hospital 
visits, and law enforcement encounters. 
 
This bill also recognizes that homelessness is a temporary condition. When people are 
trying to move forward, the state should not be the obstacle standing in their way. 
Eliminating document fees removes an unnecessary barrier and accelerates the path to 
independence. 
 
We appreciate the joint sponsors’ willingness to continue improving the bill to address 
particular barriers facing young people experiencing homelessness. Each year many 
young people aging out of foster care or flee abusive households and find themselves 



 

without a safe, decent place to live. These young Ohioans are often trapped in legal 
limbo due to a requirement for a parent’s signature to obtain ID. 
 
By passing House Bill 472, the State of Ohio has the opportunity to affirm that every 
Ohioan deserves a fair chance to rebuild their life and contribute to our communities. 
 
Thank you for considering this commonsense, compassionate legislation. I respectfully 
urge your favorable consideration of House Bill 472. 
 


