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Good morning, Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the Ohio
House Children and Human Services committee.

I’m Deputy Chief John Brnjic, with the Newark Division of Police.

I appreciate you having me here this morning to testify on behalf of Law Enforcement and in the
best interest of children, regardless of where they live. I would also like to thank Representative
Kevin Miller for listening to our concerns, looking into the matter, and taking action.

I first want to mention the Licking County Job and Family Services. My testimony today is not
intended to attack or talk negatively about the great work they do each day. I am very proud of
our great relationship and the partnership we have with Job and Family Services. The Newark
Division of Police and the Licking County Job and Family Services have worked together in a
partnership for well over forty years on child sexual and physical abuse cases, and that is
demonstrated by the overwhelming success of our prosecuted cases.

In the cases I am about to go over, when I discussed them with their leadership, they told me, “If
they could, they would”, “if they could, they would”, but the current law doesn’t allow them.

On July 9, 2020, at 11:35 PM, Officers responded to a homicide on W. Church St in the city of
Newark. The Victim, and mother of two, had been murdered by her estranged boyfriend. As the
Officers arrived, they discovered three children asleep. They reached out to Licking County Job
and Family Services, which immediately responded without question. Case workers from
Licking County Job & Family Services cared for the children at the police station. Two of the
children were from Licking County & one was from Fairfield. The case workers cared for
“ALL” the children until the family arrived and were instrumental in the case. I bring this case
up as how the system should work.

On October 25, 2019, a husband and wife were reportedly stealing from Kohl’s stores throughout
the Columbus area and made their way to Newark. The suspects attempted to evade the police
but finally stopped and were detained. It was determined they had both committed felony
offenses. The Officers discovered a two-year-old in the vehicle. The Officers arrested both
suspects, who were the parents of the two-year-old. Officers contacted Licking County Job &
Family Services, but were advised they could not take custody of the child because it was a
resident of Franklin County. Unable to get Franklin County to respond, Officers were forced to
release the father to care for the child.

On November 20, 2024, at 7:59 PM, Newark Officers were dispatched to Garfield Ave. in the
city of Newark on a report of a seven-year-old who had been separated from his father. During
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the course of the investigation, it was found that the father was an Amazon driver who was
forced to take his child on deliveries due to the mother being at work and not having anyone to
care for the child. While the father was out of his vehicle making a delivery, the child stepped
out, unknown to his father, to use the bathroom. The father returned to the vehicle and drove to
the next delivery, not realizing the child was not in the vehicle. Officers on scene contacted
Licking County Job & Family Services; the Officers were informed that since the Child resides
in Franklin County, they could not respond and assist us. Officers contacted Franklin County
Job and Family Services, but did not get a call back. Officers maintained custody for 3 1/2
hours until they were able to reach the mother & turn the child over.

On Friday, August 2, 2025, at 5:16 PM, Officers from the Newark Division of Police came
across a disturbance between a boyfriend and girlfriend, who traveled to Newark from North
Carolina. When Officers ran the male's name, they found he had a protection order against him,
and the protected person was a two-year-old currently in their custody. The Officers further
learned that the couple fled North Carolina 2 > months ago with the child and were living in a
tent in the nearby woods. Officers contacted Licking County Child and Family Services for
assistance and explained that the child was currently living in a tent. The Officers were informed
that since the child was a resident of North Carolina, they could not assist. The mother was on
her way from North Carolina to reunite with her child. Hours later, Officers reached out to the
Child and Family Services again. They were informed, if they were to take custody and place the
child, they would not be able to return the child to the mother until sometime on Monday. The
Officers, recognizing the trauma the mother had already been through, continued to care for the
child until after 4:00 PM on Saturday, August 3, 2025 (23 hours later), when they turned over the
child to the mother.

On October 5, 2025, at 7:28 PM, Officers from the Newark Division of Police responded to an
unruly juvenile who was in the custody of Franklin County Job and Family Service, but placed in
Newark on a “Kindship” through NYAP. The juvenile in question began arguing, fighting, and
smoking marijuana. The family no longer wanted the child around their children or home. After
several attempts to reach Franklin County Job and Family Services and no call back, the Officers
reached out to Licking County Job and Family Services, who advised the Officers they could not
take custody as a result of the child being a resident of Franklin County. Finally, after help from
the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, Officers relocated the child at 11:27 PM, four hours later.

In closing, I once again want to echo my appreciation of the Licking County Job and Family
Services, but I would be doing a disservice to the community and children we come across if [
don’t address the obvious loophole in the legislation. Unfortunately, Newark, like many
communities, is dealing with the rise in homelessness, with many of whom have small children,
who are transient and living in tents within our city limits. We have to be able to provide them
with local services promptly.
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Again, [ would like to thank Representative Kevin Miller for his assistance in this critical matter,
and the Committee for the opportunity to speak in front of you.

Respectfully,

John Brnjic

Deputy Chief of Police
Detective Bureau Commander
Newark Division of Police
jbrn@newarkohio.net

740-670-7240

40 WEesT MAIN STREET | NEWARK, OH 43055-5531



