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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children and
Human Services Committee, thank you for allowing the Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 532; a common-sense bill which the
OPBA stands in support of.

We represent 8,000 members of law enforcement across the state, many of which are municipal
police officers and sheriff’s deputies who serve on the front lines of public safety and who are in
frequent contact with (and in position to sometimes take custody of) children who are often in
emergency and rather negative circumstances. Under current law, law enforcement officers are
frequently left in an untenable limbo when PCSAs will not take custody of children who reside
in other counties, because the law is unclear as to their duties in those situations.

Children are taken into custody by law enforcement officers for various reasons; after they are
arrested, when a runaway is located, upon being found in a dangerous place like a late-night
house party or left in the streets overnight, after being victim of a crime, or for other emergency
purposes of safety and welfare. The intent of law enforcement is, generally, to return children to
a parent or guardian forthwith. The reality is, for various reasons, this is sometimes impossible.
In these situations, this bill’s amendment of R.C. 2151.31(D) — adding the requirement that the
PCSA in the county where the child is taken into custody in shall take custody of the child, and
then be responsible for transferring custody to the PCSA of the county where the child resides
(who would be required to do so promptly) — codifies a rational and logical procedure which
serves to align both PCSAs and law enforcement on the safety and well-being of the child, and
avoid confliction of duties, purpose or legal responsibilities. In short, this bill sets both PCSAs
and law enforcement officers on a path to fulfilling what the public already expects of both.

Please do not hesitate to contact the OPBA with any further questions. Thank you.

Lo b S,

George Sakellakis
Director of Organization
gsakellakis@opba.com
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