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Good morning, Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett and members of
the Ohio House Children and Human Services Committee. My joint sponsor Rep. Williams has
accurately explained the origin and main details of this legislation, so I’d like to add a few notes
regarding its necessity.

Faith in a state’s civil services is a necessary requirement for the common good. The
brazen misuse of public funds and lack of accountability on childcare is rightfully felt as a slight
by American taxpayers. Childcare is one of the largest expenses that American households face
and for many families that cost can exceed groceries or housing. These families are working long
hours trusting that they are paying into a fair system that’s operating with integrity.

With public trust being in the spotlight, holding daycare operations to the same standard
of accountability that many other publicly funded services have is simply common sense. House
Bill 649 does not burden responsible childcare providers, it adds simple and safe digital
verification systems, consistent documentation requirements and clear lines of enforcement.
These safety features are already used in other domains and will impose no burden on well-
intentioned actors.

Public programs only function effectively when citizens believe rules are applied evenly.
If these weaknesses go unaddressed, confidence declines and every public institution and
program suffers from distrust. House Bill 649 will help restore that trust. Chair White and
members of the committee, thank you for your time and consideration. I welcome any questions

you may have.
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