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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the Children & Human Services 

Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 712. 

Recently, this committee deliberated on a separate bill, which would grant pregnant women access to 

handicap placards. This spurred a conversation among members on current enforcement of handicap 

accessibility laws. Lisa Followay, who testified before you, is my constituent and her organization, 

Adaptive Sports Ohio, is headquartered in Wooster. It is important to note, this legislation was introduced 

years prior by my predecessor, has passed the House unanimously, but stalled in the Senate. 

The purpose of this legislation is simple: to ensure that accessible parking spaces are available for the 

Ohioans who truly need them. For individuals living with mobility limitations, accessible parking is not a 

convenience. It is essential to accessing medical care, employment, education, and daily life. When these 

spaces are misused or improperly maintained, it creates real and immediate barriers for people with 

disabilities. 

House Bill 712 addresses these issues by strengthening Ohio’s accessible parking laws in several ways: 

1. HB 712 strengthens the placard issuance process by requiring a standardized accessible parking 

certification form completed by a qualified health care provider. This replaces outdated 

prescription-based systems and ensures that placards are issued only to individuals who meet the 

statutory eligibility requirements. The bill also requires placards to display clear identifying 

information and expiration dates, making enforcement easier and reducing the likelihood of 

misuse. 

2. HB 712 requires individuals or families to return accessible placards or license plates when they 

expire, when the placard holder is deceased, when the individual moves out of state, or when they 

no longer qualify. It also explicitly makes it illegal to transfer a placard to another person or to 

use a placard when the individual it was issued to is not being transported. These provisions close 

loopholes that have allowed placards to be improperly retained or shared. 

3. HB 712 strengthens enforcement protections to ensure accessible parking spaces remain 

available. It makes clear that no vehicle may park in an accessible space unless the individual 

with the disability is being transported and is entering or exiting the vehicle. It also establishes 

clear violations for parking in access aisles, blocking curb cuts, or obstructing accessible routes 

— all of which can prevent a person with a disability from safely entering or exiting their vehicle. 



4. HB 712 improves accountability for property owners and public entities by requiring them to 

properly mark, maintain, and keep accessible parking spaces, access aisles, and curb cuts free 

from obstruction. If access is temporarily blocked, they must remove the 

obstruction or provide a suitable alternative. This ensures accessible parking infrastructure 

remains functional and compliant. 

5. HB 712 strengthens penalties and enforcement tools. It establishes a tiered civil penalty structure 

of $250 for a first offense, up to $500 for a second offense, and up to $750 for repeat offenses. It 

also allows citations to be issued to unoccupied vehicles, enables enforcement by parking 

enforcement units, and ensures violations are reported appropriately. Additionally, the bill directs 

fine revenue into the Accessible Parking Violations Fund, which supports accessibility 

improvements and programs that benefit individuals with disabilities. 

Through these changes, the goal is simple – enhance Ohio law to match the intent of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act so that Ohioans with disabilities can travel freely in their communities without parking 

concerns. 

Chair White and members of the committee, I respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 712. Thank 

you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions. 

 


