Dear Chairman and Members of the Committee,

My name is Anita Prempeh, and | am the mother of a four-year-old daughter who receives the RISE
scholarship. When | accepted this scholarship, | never anticipated requirements like those proposed in
House Bill 649—:if | had known, | would have declined the program. | am writing to express my strong
opposition to House Bill 649.

My family is very private. | do not even like to post photos of my child online, and | am extremely
cautious about where her image is stored or shared. HB 649 would take that choice away from me
entirely.

HB 649 mandates ongoing video recording in most childcare areas, offering no opt-out option for
parents. For families concerned about privacy or safety, this is an unreasonable intrusion.

| am deeply concerned about who would be able to access these video recordings of children, how the
footage would be stored, how long it would be kept, and what security measures would protect it.
Without clear guidelines, storing large amounts of children’s images in these archives feels unsafe and
irresponsible.

As a parent, HB 649 worries me because it requires providers to buy, install, and maintain surveillance
systems, keeping footage for 60 days without any state support. Providers are already overworked and
underpaid, and these extra responsibilities and expenses could mean fewer spots or even closures,
leaving families like ours struggling to find reliable care for our children.

As a parent, | want accountability and quality in childcare. But HB 649 does not provide that. Rather, it
brings extensive surveillance, vague data safeguards, and strict penalties that may negatively impact
both families and service providers. None of these changes address the real challenges facing Ohio’s
childcare system.

For these reasons and based on the clear concerns raised by Policy Matters Ohio, | urge you to oppose
HB 649.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Anita Prempeh

7422 Maple Spice Ave.
Canal Winchester, OH 43213
Ph: (614) 218-1052



