March 13, 2026
Impact Statement Opposing the Photo requirement in House Bill 649
Dear Ohio House Representatives,

| am writing as both a grandparent and a childcare provider to express a strong opposition
to the requirement in House Bill 649 that mandates children be photographed upon arrival
and departure each day in childcare settings.

As a grandparent, my first concern in the privacy and protection of my grandchildren and
every child in care. Requiring daily photographs of children creates digital records of
minors and must be stored, transmitted, and protected. In a time when data breaches and
misuse of personal information are an increasing concern, requiring childcare programs to
maintain daily photo records of young children introduces serious privacy and security
risks. Families should not be forced to accept the routine collection and storage of their
children’s images as a condition of receiving care.

As a childcare provider, | also see the very real operational challenges this mandate would
create. Providers are already responsible for maintaining a safe environment, supervising
children, following licensing regulations, communicating with families, and managing daily
program operations. Adding unnecessary child photos at arrival and departure will create
unnecessary delays during the busiest parts of the day, when providers need to focus on
safely receiving and releasing children.

OnMarch 11, 2026 at the House Committee meeting, it was stated that a third party would
be contracted with for the storing and deleting of these photos. This only adds another
person (or group) with access to minor’s photos and another chance for a security breach.

Most importantly, this mandate does not address a proven safety gap. Childcare programs
already maintain sign-in and sign-out procedures to verify who drops off and picks up each
child. These systems have worked effectively for many years without requiring intrusive
daily photographs. Policies that affect young children should focus on improving safety and
strengthening childcare programs - not adding administrative burden that takes away from
the children.

As a provider and a grandparent, | urge you to remove the requirement of a daily photo of
minors.

Respectfully,

CXD\MLW

Joyce Brewer, Type A FCC provider



