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Testimony on House Bill 647

Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide OPPONENT testimony today on HB 647. | am
writing to you as a parent of a nearly three-year-old child enrolled at Future Achievers
Academy in Cincinnati, and as a deeply concerned Ohio resident regarding recent
legislative proposals that would mandate surveillance cameras in daycare and early
childhood education settings.

While | understand and share the goal of protecting children and ensuring accountability
in childcare, | strongly oppose legislation that normalizes constant video surveillance of
young children during their most formative years. Daycare classrooms are not merely
facilities, they are spaces where children learn independence, emotional regulation, and
trust. Introducing cameras into these environments risks fundamentally changing how
children are cared for and how caregivers do their work.

As a parent, | am uncomfortable with the idea that my child could be recorded for hours
each day and that this footage could be accessed, stored, or reviewed by third parties
beyond the immediate caregivers. Young children cannot consent to surveillance, and
they deserve the same expectation of dignity and privacy that we would afford in other
sensitive settings. The potential for misuse, data breaches, or mission creep where
footage is used beyond its original intent, should give lawmakers serious pause.

| am also concerned that these proposals place an undue burden on childcare
providers, many of whom already operate on razor-thin margins. Requiring expensive
camera systems without guaranteed funding risks driving high-quality providers out of
public programs altogether, reducing access to childcare for working families like mine.

Most importantly, research and experience show that strong staffing ratios, well-trained
caregivers, consistent inspections, and transparent communication with parents are far
more effective at ensuring child safety than surveillance technology. Cameras may
record incidents after the fact, but they do not prevent harm, nor do they replace human
oversight and trust.



| respectfully urge you to oppose legislation that mandates or expands surveillance
cameras in childcare settings and instead support policies that invest directly in
caregivers, safety training, and evidence-based oversight practices. Our children
deserve environments built on trust, not constant monitoring.

Thank you for taking the time to consider the perspective of parents like me. | hope you
will stand with families, childcare professionals, and children by protecting privacy while
strengthening real, meaningful safety measures.

Sincerely,

Camri Nelson



