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Chair White, Vice Chair Slavo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide opposing testimony on HB 649. My name is
Simone Gatewood, and | represent family childcare providers in Cuyahoga County. | am
submitting this written testimony because | believe in our children, our families, and the
dedication and intentional work that childcare providers put in every day. Childcare
providers are much more than childcare workers. We are a conduit to healthy families
and engaged students.

The provisions in House Bill 649 create unnecessary exposure for children who are
already vulnerable under existing conditions. The bill would allow photos, images, and
recordings to be stored and transmitted using the child care programs WI-FI connection.
The security of this information would rely solely on the strength of the Wi-Fi owner’s
password, which may not meet adequate security standards.

This is especially concerning in communities like the one in which my program
operates. In my area, | have a high level of registered sexual predators residing within
a small radius. Expanding the storage and transmission of children’s images without
stronger safeguards could increase the risk of misuse, hacking, breaches, and child
exploitation.

As childcare providers, our number one priority is to keep children safe and out of
harms way. House Bill 649 threatens that fundamental responsibility. Any policy that
increases children’s exposure to risk, whether through privacy concerns, data security
vulnerabilities, or inadequate safeguards, directly conflicts with the duty we have to
protect those in our care.

Furthermore, this bill aims to eliminate back-swiping for families. Due to irregular work
hours, many of my families require transportation. Children are sometimes dropped off
with authorized relatives. In these cases, | may only see caregivers once or twice a
week. For this reason, back swiping is not fraudulent, but necessary.

Fraud at any level should absolutely be investigated and addressed. However, the
provisions outlined in House Bill 649 are overly stringent and unnecessary. There are



already effective measures in place that provide oversight and help verify attendance,
such as unannounced inspections, photo identity sign-ins with pins on tablets, and
traditional attendance records. These existing systems offer accountability without
introducing additional burdens and potential risks.

| urge this legislature to give strong consideration to the safety of our children and
families.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an opposition testimony. | am happy to answer

and address any questions, thoughts, or concerns.
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