
Greetings 
 
My name is Althea Luke and I am a child care provider of 
Little Gifted Child Care 
5019 E 114 St 
Garfield Hts OH 44125 
 
I stand in strong opposition to House Bill 649. 
 
This bill is a very alarming, unethical, and intrusive move by the state. It expands 
surveillance into the lives of our most vulnerable citizens—babies, toddlers, and 
children. This is a violation of their rights, their dignity, their protection, and their privacy. 
 
Exposing our babies and children to daily imaging and tracking creates a digital trail for 
our youngest citizens—one they cannot consent to. It opens the door to safety risks and 
further marginalization of children who are already vulnerable. 
 
Our babies should be treated with love and respect. They should not have to line up 
every day and be forced to take pictures like mugshots just to receive basic care. That 
is not care—that is control. 
 
Daycares should be places of safety, love, and warmth—not places of surveillance. 
 
For many of us, especially Type A and Type B providers, our homes are our place of 
security, our haven, and where we raise our own families. Giving access to cameras 
means giving access to our personal and intimate lives. 
 
There are no clear boundaries on how that footage can be viewed, stored, or used. 
There is no real cut-off point to ensure that viewing stops after daycare hours. This 
exposes not only us, but also our own children—who are minors—to unnecessary risk. 
 
No matter who holds authority, exposing our homes and our children in this way creates 
real vulnerability and safety concerns. 
 
Daycare providers are not just workers. We are advocates for our babies. We are, in 
many ways, temporary mothers and fathers. We care for these children as if they are 
our own. 
 
To treat us as suspects—to reduce us and the children we care for to a paper trail—is 
deeply insulting. We are already overregulated and overworked. And to deny us proper 
due process when allegations arise can destroy our businesses, our reputations, and 
our livelihoods. 
 
If the state is going to impose this level of control, then providers should also be given 
the same protections and benefits as state employees. It is unfair to impose authority 
without support. 



 
Our state officials are not under constant surveillance. They are afforded due process. 
Child care providers deserve that same respect. 
 
Intrusive surveillance is not the answer to fraud. 
 
When it comes to our babies, toddlers, and children, this bill is unethical, intrusive, and 
harmful. It exposes them to unnecessary risk and violates their basic rights. 
 
Our children deserve protection—not surveillance. 
 
For these reasons, I strongly oppose House Bill 649. 
 
Thank you. 
 


