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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children 
and Human Services Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written 
testimony. My name is Tamara Howard, and I write on behalf of YWCA Columbus to express 
our opposition to House Bill 649. 

YWCA Columbus has served women, children, and families in Central Ohio for over a 
century, including through our 5-star, Step Up to Quality-rated, trauma-informed Safe & 
Sound Child Care facilities. We provide early learning for infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers from families facing homelessness and housing instability, accepting Publicly 
Funded Child Care and partnering with the City of Columbus to offer free or low-cost high-
quality pre-K. Our teachers witness daily how consistent, nurturing care helps children heal 
from trauma and prepare for kindergarten. 

We share the goal of protecting public dollars from bad actors exploiting the childcare 
system. However, HB 649 imposes sweeping, punitive measures, mandatory video 
surveillance in every center, an online attendance portal, and aggressive payment 
suspensions upon "probable" waste, fraud, or abuse, that breed fear and instability without 
tackling root causes. For programs like ours, child safety stems from stable staffing, small 
groups, trauma-informed practices, and family trust, not classroom cameras. Payment 
suspensions before full investigations threaten wages, care continuity, and operations for 
thin-margin programs serving the neediest children. 

We have serious concerns about HB 649’s expanded surveillance constant classroom 
video, attendance portals, and children’s images linked to state enforcement which will 
erode trust among over-policed families we serve, many already wary of systems 
involvement and hesitant to share their kids’ photos. Low-tech alternatives like secure sign-
ins/sign-outs, routine audits, and provider training prevent fraud effectively while 
safeguarding privacy and avoiding daily filming of infants and toddlers. 

We urge you to oppose it in its current form and invest in preventive strategies: clearer 
guidance from the Department of Children and Youth, targeted investigations on credible 
evidence, robust provider technical assistance, and streamlined systems to cut 
administrative errors. These safeguard dollars while expanding access to quality care. 



 
Thank you for considering our concerns and your commitment to Ohio’s children and 
families. 

  


