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Advocating for Life, Faith, and Freedom in the Public Square

To: Members of the Children and Human Services Committee
From: Chris Long, President Ohio Christian Alliance
Re: Proponent Testimony H.B. 649- Enact the Child Care Fraud Prevention Act

| would like to thank Chairman White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the
Children and Human Services Committee for hearing our testimony today in support of H.B. 649 Enact
the Child Care Fraud Prevention Act.

Rep. Williams and Rep. Swearingen have put together reasonable safeguards and requirements for those
receiving public monies for childcare services. Each of the provisions in this bill provide reasonable
safeguards that will bring some assurance to Ohio taxpayers who are tired of watching their hard-earned
tax dollars defrauded away by those who would game the system and pilfer the public’s treasurer by
fraudulent activity.

The fraud that has been widely publicized and reported on by credible news agencies and our own
federal government must be addressed by this committee. | have spoken to Ohioans throughout the
state in recent months who are alarmed, shocked, and angry at the level of public funds fraud that is
occurring through the benevolent government agencies that the people of Ohio have so graciously
provided to those in need.

Where Ohioans have an attitude of benevolence to those truly in need, they are just as adamant that
those same programs must provide safeguards to ensure that public taxpayer funds are not being
defrauded by those who would game the system. The Department of Children and Youth, by its own
report, admits that fraud does exist. Due to the lack of transparency by the Department’s own records to
members of the General Assembly and to those making public records request, it is imperative that this
committee pass this meaningful legislation that Rep. Williams and Rep. Swearingen, along with forty
cosponsors, have presented. Half-baked legislative measures will not do. Thank you for hearing our
testimony today in support of H.B. 649 the Child Care Fraud Prevention Act.
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