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Learn N Play of Wooster
243 South Bever Street
Wooster, Ohio 44691

March 12, 2026
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

We are writing to respectfully express our opposition to Ohio House Bill 649, known as the Child Care
Fraud Prevention Act.

Our nonprofit child care center was established in 1940 and has operated consecutively for 86 years, we
fully adhere to and support accountability and responsible use of public funds to protect the public and
legitimate child care centers. We are concerned, however, that the provisions in this bill may create
unintended consequences and hardships for child care providers, educators, and families across Ohio.

First, the requirement for continuous video surveillance in child care centers raise serious concerns about
privacy and trust within early childhood learning environments. Child care programs are spaces where
young children should feel safe, supported, and free to explore and learn. Mandatory surveillance in
multiple areas of a facility may create a culture of monitoring rather than one of collaboration and support
between educators, families, and the state. Parents have expressed their concerns to us regarding the
surveillance.

Second, the financial burden of installing and maintaining surveillance systems and data storage costs
would place significant strain on child care providers, especially small nonprofit centers and home-based
programs. At a time when Ohio already faces child care shortages and workforce challenges, additional
mandates could discourage providers from participating in publicly funded programs or remaining open at
all.

Third, while preventing fraud is an important goal, broad investigative requirements and increased
monitoring may unintentionally penalize honest providers who are working hard to serve families and
maintain compliance with complex regulations. Policies aimed at preventing fraud should focus on
targeted oversight rather than blanket requirements that affect every provider.

Ohio families rely on accessible, high-quality child care so parents can work and children can learn in
safe and nurturing environments. Legislation that adds operational burdens or creates a climate of
surveillance risks reducing the availability of these essential services.

We encourage the committee to reconsider this legislation and instead work collaboratively with child care
professionals, families, and early childhood experts to develop solutions that support both accountability
and the sustainability of Ohio’s child care system while tailoring sanctions to individual culpability.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, .
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Kelli Robertson Brian R. Bogner
Director of LNP LNP Board President

Cc: Learn and Play other Board Members; Sandra Hull, Chuck Neyhart, Matt Ogden, Laura Neill,
Kristy Burkholder and James Lanham
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