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House Children and Human Services Committee

Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the
House Children and Human Services Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 649.

My name is Dr. Jasmine Moses, Policy Manager at the Black Child Development
Institute—Ohio. Our work centers children, families, and the systems that shape their
daily experiences.

I want to acknowledge that the removal of the requirement to store photographs and
videos is a meaningful change from earlier versions of this bill. That shift reflects
concerns raised by providers and advocates across the state.

However, despite this change, the current version of HB 649 continues to raise
significant concerns.

The bill requires the collection of “data points” to verify attendance, including at
application, every six months, and during daily attendance tracking. While it outlines
when data must be collected, it does not define what those data points are.

What are the data points? From the current version of the bill, we do not know:

e What specific information is being collected
e How those data points are generated through live camera feeds
e What level of detail or sensitivity is involved

The bill also mandates the use of state-issued tablets and a fully digital attendance
system. While technology can support systems, requiring a single method without
flexibility does not reflect the realities of child care settings across Ohio.
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These changes introduce additional burden on providers, particularly small and
home-based programs, and create a system that prioritizes compliance over
functionality. Child care operates in real time. Families have changing schedules.
Providers are managing care, and sometimes transportation,not just data systems.
Policies that do not account for this reality risk disrupting care rather than supporting it.

As I've stated in previous testimony for HB 649, the surveillance required in this bill,
even without storing images, represents a significant shift in how attendance is
monitored in child care settings. In a system where there are not widespread or
well-documented cases of fraud at the level this bill is designed to address, it is
important to ask whether this level of monitoring is necessary. Policies should be
responsive to the scale of the problem, and this approach risks creating additional
burden without clear evidence that it is needed.

For these reasons, I respectfully oppose House Bill 649 in all forms.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Dr. Jasmine Moses

Policy Manager
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