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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children
and Human Services Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to HB
649. My name is Erica Crawley, and | currently serve as one of the Franklin County
Commissioners.

HB 649 proposes burdensome regulations that create severe, unintended consequences for
Ohio’s working families, children, and small-business childcare providers. Franklin County
has made significant investments to increase the availability of affordable childcare, and |
am concerned that this legislation would undermine those efforts by entangling providers
and families in unnecessary red tape.

Additionally, Franklin County takes any allegations of fraud or the misuse of public funds
seriously. For example, the Franklin County Department of Job and Family Services (JFS)
collaborated with the Ohio Investigative Unit this past year to identify SNAP scammers who
stole an estimated $600,000 in benefits. Similarly, our Franklin County Prosecutor has
successfully pursued cases of fraud related to ARPA dollars. Regardless of whether funds
originate at the federal, state, or local level, we are committed to protecting taxpayer dollars.

While we prioritize integrity, it is vital to set the record straight regarding the county’s role in
overseeing childcare centers. Franklin County and our JFS office have long been productive
partners with the Department of Children and Youth (DCY); however, our mandates are
distinct. Despite assertions made before this committee last week, the Franklin County
Board of Commissioners and its agencies have no role in investigating these centers, nor
have we interfered in any such investigations. Quite simply, we do not have the statutory
authority to do so.

County JFS offices assist in determining eligibility for publicly funded childcare for families
in need and conduct inspections of at-home providers—not the larger childcare centers
addressed in this bill. County JFS offices conduct twice-yearly inspections of these home-
based programs, at least one of which is unannounced. The state, however, is responsible
for inspections and oversight of childcare centers, and the authority to revoke licenses or
close centers or home-based programs rests solely with DCY. Our JFS office proactively
alerts state partners when irregularities appear in the course of determining eligibility or



while conducting an inspection for a home provider, but | must reiterate: the state is
responsible for investigating potential fraud in these centers—not County JFS, not the Board
of Commissioners, and certainly not the "internet personalities" who have recently
attempted to film inside daycare centers in our community.

Furthermore, we must consider the climate of fear these regulations create for our local
entrepreneurs. Most childcare providers are small businesses owned by women and people
of color who are already struggling with historic staffing shortages and rising operational
costs. By imposing invasive surveillance and administrative hurdles, HB 649 sighals to these
providers that the State views them with suspicion rather than as essential partners. If these
small businesses are forced to close or opt out of the public system to avoid these
mandates, the result will be a "childcare desert" that prevents parents from returning to the
workforce, ultimately stifling Ohio’s economic growth.

The childcare system in Ohio is at an inflection point; the need has never been greater, nor
has the cost. Franklin County is doing its part to ensure affordability by investing $43 million
in ARPA funds over four years for Franklin County RISE, providing scholarships for families,
incentives for licensed providers, and rental support for workers. We are also demolishing
our vacant downtown jail with plans to construct a new early learning center to support the
downtown workforce.

| care deeply about making childcare safe, affordable, and available while remaining a
vigilant steward of taxpayer resources. However, HB 649 is a solution in search of a problem
that risks the privacy of children and the stability of our providers. | urge the committee to
vote "no" on this legislation. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify and | am happy to
answer any questions you may have.



