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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett and members of the Ohio 
House Children and Human Services Committee - thank you for the opportunity to 
provide Opponent Testimony on behalf of the CEO Project which represents over 
300 small business childcare providers in Ohio. My name is Tarrezz Thompson 
and I am a childcare provider with more than 30 years of experience in early 
childhood education in Franklin County.   
  
I would like to start by thanking Representative Williams for his willingness to 
meet with providers and hear our concerns.   We were pleased to see the change in 
language regarding the live camera feeds and eliminating the immediate 
suspension of funds during an investigation.  These were thoughtful amendments 
and they did not go unnoticed. 
 
Our biggest remaining concern is with the facial recognition of children.  Every 
parent I have spoken to about this is frankly outraged at the idea. My hope is that 
by streamlining the investigatory and prosecution process for referring when these 
possible fraud situations do get flagged, that will naturally clean this up. Because, 
if this was the law, but the department was not referring things out, then that is not 
a broken law so much as it’s a broken process. If existing law – being enforced – 
would take care of fraudsters, then I ask that we give it a chance before we add in 
language and spend money to create a system of facial recognition for children. HB 
649 – sub bill – has a reporting aspect, so you could always come back as a 
legislature and make additional changes if you feel it’s not working to better deter 
and address situations of fraud. You could also increase penalties for those who 
commit the fraud. 
 



I would like to detail some issues that remain in the event that this Committee 
would entertain additional changes:   
  
First, while we have no issue with the portion of the bill allowing for  the Inspector 
General to conduct a thorough investigation, we do point out that giving 
jurisdiction to the  Attorney General carries with it a disconnect to local control.  
We believe that the process in place is effective and prefer to keep local control in 
the hands of the local Prosecutor.   
  
Second, we are concerned with due process.  An accusation of fraud could come 
from a disgruntled employee, parent or random person in the community.  In order 
to safeguard against this we would like to see Peer Review language be included in 
this bill so that our businesses can have appropriate levels of due process in any 
case that would result in our businesses losing their Step Up To Quality rating or 
that would result in their closure.  As part of the last State Operating Budget 
process, the Ohio House agreed on Peer Review language and we would like to see 
that language inserted into this bill.  If we are going to take the time to address 
something in the childcare industry, we believe it would benefit everyone if we 
added in a comprehensive element that helped business owners in the industry 
invest with confidence at a time when families in Ohio need more options. 
  
Again, this bill has been improved upon and we are hopeful that these changes will 
be part of any additional amendment considerations. I thank the committee 
members for your time and would be happy to answer any questions.  
  
 


