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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the committee: My name
is Scott Lundregan, and | am a board member of ElevateDD, a statewide advocacy organization
that, through our various programs, serves over 5,000 people with developmental disabilities and
their families throughout Ohio. | am also the proud parent of a child who has Down Syndrome
and | have dealt with estate planning decisions related to this bill as a client and as an attorney. |
appreciate the opportunity to submit testimony as a proponent of Senate Bill 35.

ElevateDD is committed to increasing authentic inclusion for people with developmental
disabilities. We endorse the efforts to recognize supported decision-making as a less-restrictive
alternative to guardianship for this population of Ohioans. We believe that encouraging adults
with developmental disabilities to have control over their lives empowers them to live to their
fullest potential and aligns with ElevateDD’s vision: authentic inclusion in all of life’s opportunities
for people with developmental disabilities.

While we believe some families are aware of the various spectrum of options when it comes to
guardianship, we suspect that many families are not provided enough education about the option
of supported decision-making, which leads to the unnecessary placement of some adults with
developmental disabilities in restrictive guardianship arrangements. Because of this lack of
awareness surrounding options available to these adults, we believe that there should be funding
to train educators, medical professionals, families, and others who provide support to our
community so that they can offer and share information regarding less restrictive options. Our
community relies on the expertise of professionals for guidance in this type of life-changing
decision. Too often, we hear that the guardianship path is chosen simply because no other options
were presented.

On a personal note, as the parents of a child with a developmental disability, my wife and | are
constantly worried that our estate planning for the unfortunate situation where we both pass
away would put limitations on our son’s capabilities. We are so encouraged by what is being
accomplished by people with developmental disabilities in today’s world and we want to make
sure that the plan we have in place does not in any way limit what our son is going to be capable
of doing. Recognizing supported decision-making as an alternative to guardianship will give us
and other families more options to ensure that our children and loved ones accomplish all that
they are capable of.
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