Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House
Children and
Human Services Committee:

My name is Amy Mordaunt, and | am a resident of Hinckley, Ohio. | am submitting
this testimony as a proponent of SB 35 and am the parent of a young adult with
autism. Like many parents, | have spent years helping my son learn skills, gain
confidence, and become as independent as possible. Throughout his life, | have
seen that he is capable of making many decisions when he has the right support,
information, and trusted people to help him understand his options. Drew does not
need someone to make decisions for him; he needs trusted people to help him
understand information and weigh his options. Our family has used supported
decision-making throughout Drew's life, helping him understand information and
consider options while ensuring that he remains the decision-maker.

Drew attends the Transition Options in Postsecondary Settings (TOPS) program at
Ohio State and has lived independently in the dorms for the last two years. He is
excited to transition to his first apartment this fall. Drew is capable of and wants to
be included in decisions about his own life. Like many families, we have faced
pressure to consider guardianship because it is often viewed as the default option.
While guardianship may be appropriate for some individuals, it should not be the
only path available.

| respectfully ask the committee to support SB 35 and expand opportunities for
individuals with disabilities to make decisions with support rather than losing their
decision-making rights unnecessarily. Thank you for your time and consideration.



