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Chair person Andrea White, Vice Chair Jodi Salvo and 

Ranking Member Crystal Lett and 
Members of the Ohio House Children and Human 

Services Committee thank you for the 
opportunity to testify on SB 35 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB35. My name is 
Dawn Bilpuch I have been blind since birth and I am  a self-
advocate. I use supports to help me do things such as access 
benefits, services, and supports, and information about them. 
 
 I use supportive decision-making in every day life. I have three 
people on my team and they  help me by transcribing 
information into something that's even somewhataccessible. 
They help me understand my services, what I'm intitled to, 
what my rights are, and much more. This allows me to make 
decisions about what services I use, how I use them, and who 
provides me services. They do not make the decision for me, I 
make my own choices. They don’t just help me make more 
informed decisions about my care. They also step in and help 
by advocating alongside me, and carry weight when I can't, and 
help me advocate for myself  with state and local agencies, and 
speak up when people aren't listening, granting my ADA. 
Accommodations that I'm legally entitled to because of my 
disability  
 
    



Another part of this bill that concerns me, is that it make it so 
that SDM is formal is more complicated than it is. Sdm. is not 
any different than going to a mechanic because your car is 
making weird noises, and finding out it's the transmission, and 
having the choice of replacing it, and knowing how much 
money that will cost, VS. getting a a new car. The mechanic 
doesn't stake the decisions for me,hypothetically if I were not 
blind and the average person I would  still make the decision to 
shell out cash for a new transmission, or a new car. should be 
able to have the freedom, flexibility, to choose who they want 
on their SDM. team, what they help with, and how much! This 
part makes it so that people can not choose the so that they 
think would be at their side and that they trust.  
 
This means that not only would I have to have a formal 
agreement, but, it puts people like me in  box that's one-size fits 
all. That's not how disability is, and that's not how a person's 
life is. My SDM. team helps me not be squeezed into a box that I 
do not fit into.  
 
My supported decision making team members also have 
disabilities and They do not fit the mold either, which also 
makes them great advocates, and SDM. team members! 
 
The other part of this is that this bill re require a notary 
republic. That's not feasible for someone be me. the reasons are 
because I live in a rurral area, where transportation access is a 
huge barrier, and, also because I am ,l, and require accessibility 
supports . 
 
 If a notary is needed, I will not be able to access SDM. or have 
the legal protections that this bill would grant. All because of a 
simple remove able systemic barrier. Id also have to have 
someone read me what I'm signing, because is not going to 



accessible . The only way that I can do anything with this, is to 
have an electronic signature. I should not have to give up 
something that helps me access services and supports, and 
keep mx sanity because of this. 
 

With this in mind, here are my asks. I urge you to pass 
legislation for supported decision making but be responsible 
about this is needed but first we must make sure it is accessible 
to people like me. If there is no accessibility then it defeats the 
purpose.  I ask you to remove the notary require, or put it in 
where things can be done via an e-signing. I also ask that you go 
back to what SDM. actually is, and not over legalize it.  
 
I also urge you to realize that you use SDM. in your own lives 
more than you realize. Whether it's ∈deciding what dress or 
outfit to where to be in front of the Ohio people or  a political 
function, to whether to have a necessary medical proceedore. 
You : friends, family, providers, and others you go to. At the end 
of the day, you still make the decision on which outfit’s to wear, 
and whether or not to get that medical proceedure or attend a 
social event And, you still get to fail, or fly because of the choice 
that you make. The part of bill about sound mind concerns me 
as I got friends use it and I use it and we don’t feel like people 
should have free gain to test whether we have sound mind or 
not what is sound mind any way. Is it going to be the power of 
attorney definition or will be cost of test for us or will it be a 
bias in care. Supported decision making is suppose to be 
voluntarily entered into that is same for power of attorney 
scope of practice so rules needs to be clarified what sound mind 
actually is and who sets that stand or who defines what is 
sound mind and is that left up to the individual and their team,  
 



Thank you again for opportunity to testify for sb 35 I urge the 
committee to think about accessibility and inclusion in the next 
steps with this bill  
 
Dawn Bilpuch  
 
 


