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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett and members of the House Children & Human 
Services Committee, I thank you for this opportunity to submit interested party testimony for Senate Bill 
35 on behalf of the Ohio Judicial Conference.  

I am Lisa Wiseman, Chief Magistrate of the Montgomery County Probate Court, where I have served 
since 2021. I have also served on the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Advisory Committee on Children & 
Families, Subcommittee on Vulnerable Persons and Assisted Outpatient Treatment Workgroup in addition 
to committees for the Ohio Judicial College and Ohio Association of Magistrates. Prior to joining the 
Probate Court, I achieved board certification as a specialist in estate planning, trust and probate law and 
advised clients on guardianship and other personal, family,and asset planning matters. 

S.B. 35 will codify supported decision-making as a less restrictive alternative to guardianship for adults 
with developmental disabilities. Formal recognition of supported decision-making will help Ohio utilize its 
limited guardianship resources more effectively and positively impact the probate courts. The OJC’s 
Probate Law & Procedure Committee has reviewed and discussed S.B. 35 and its predecessor on several 
occasions. We thank the sponsors, Senator Cirino and Senator Reynolds, for updating the as-introduced 
version of S.B. 35 based on feedback from the Judicial Conference. The sponsors also amended the bill to 
provide additional safeguards, including a requirement that all supported decision-making plans are in 
writing, signed by the principal and witnessed by a notary or two disinterested adult witnesses, and a 
requirement that supporters are held to a strict fiduciary standard. These improvements from the as-
introduced version have alleviated all of the probate judges’ lingering concerns.  

We thank you for the opportunity to submit our testimony on S.B. 35. I would be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. 


