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Chairman White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children and
Human Services Committee, my name is Jessica Getter. As a civil rights advocate and an impacted
citizen, I submit this testimony as a proponent of SB 35.

I am writing to express my support for Senate Bill 35 regarding Supported Decision-Making (SDM).

I support this bill, but it does not restore my rights. Even though I legally possess full autonomy, the state
continues to restrict my right to associate freely through the use of coercion. However, I am here to
advocate for SB 35 because it lays the necessary groundwork to eventually restore those rights, while
immediately providing a vital voice and protection to other individuals who desperately need it today.

Across Ohio, independent citizens face a frustrating contradiction. While individuals may legally hold full
civil liberties, a risk-averse system driven by an intense fear of liability often discourages and blocks their
real-world choices. When a system lacks a clear mechanism to alleviate its own fear of repercussions,
legal rights exist only on paper, and administrative gatekeeping makes them incredibly difficult to
exercise in practice.

Even without being under a conservatorship or guardianship, individuals are subjected to systemic
segregation and a denial of association purely on assumptions. It is flatly wrong for any entity to use a
label as a blank check to imply a lack of capacity or to police an adult's standard friendships and
relationships in the community. If a citizen has the capacity to navigate life, they have the absolute
capacity to choose their own associations.

While this legislation does not restore rights across the board, it is vital because it forces the state to
recognize a presumption of competence for those who need it. It draws a hard line against the government
using administrative labels to strip away an individual's self-determination.

No matter where a person falls on the spectrum of capability, everyone has a right to the dignity of risk.
This bill will give other individuals a vital voice and the assistance they need. It ensures they are
supported so hopefully they never have to feel this toxic, dehumanizing weight of being devalued and
treated differently again.

No one should experience their fundamental freedoms being stripped away due to circumstances outside
of their control. I don't want anyone to feel the way I have felt because of things outside their control. The
toll of the segregation I have experienced is indescribable.

Chair White and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Jessica Getter
Civil Rights Advocate / Impacted Citizen






