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Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children 
and Human Services Committee, thank you for receiving this testimony on behalf of 
Groundwork Ohio, the state’s leading early childhood research and advocacy organization, in 
support of Senate Bill 218. 
 
Groundwork Ohio supports SB 218 because it recognizes the rigorous certification system 
already in place for Department of Defense family child care providers, removing 
unnecessary duplication in Ohio’s licensing process while maintaining strong safety 
standards for children. By aligning state policy with existing federal oversight, this bill offers a 
practical solution that supports military families and the providers who serve them without 
reducing accountability or quality.  
 
In addition to sustainable investments, building capacity in Ohio’s child care system requires 
the ability to build both the workforce of child care providers as well as new child care 
programs. SB 218 helps remove barriers for qualified, military-certified family child care 
providers to offer care in Ohio, contributing in a targeted way to the state’s broader efforts to 
strengthen child care capacity and ensure more families can access safe, reliable care.  
 
We appreciate the thoughtful, targeted approach reflected in SB 218 and encourage the 
Committee’s favorable consideration. We would also like to thank CHS Committee member 
Representative Richardson for her work on the companion bill, HB 464, which is currently 
moving through the Senate.  
 
Thank you for your time and attention, and I am happy to answer any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caitlin Feldman 
Senior Director of Policy 
Groundwork Ohio 
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