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Attention all members of the Workforce and Higher Education Committee
From: Christine Brown

Title: Individual with I/DD and Self Advocate

Subj: Supporting getting rid of Sub Minimum Wage

To all members of the Workforce and Higher Education Committee | Christine Brown am
writing to express my support for removing sub minimum wage in Ohio.

Why does this_matter?

This matters because their has been over 10 states that have removed Sub minimum Wage
and also NO ONE TODAY CAN LIVE ON SUBMINMUM WAGE OR MINIUM WAGE WITHOUT
GOING INTO POVERTY.

| feel that everyone should be paid equally even if you have a disability or not because
everyone has rights under the American with disabilities Act and also if you would like to
see less people in poverty in Chio, we need to get this group to be paid at least minimum
Wage.

| was in a sheltered workshop in my life, and we only got paid by cents and not even $1.00
per hour. Today people are living paycheck to paycheck to pay things and still cannot
keep up with it all so | feel we deserve to be paid whatever anyone else is being paid of the
same job. So for example, if a Janitor gets paid $12.00 an hour a co-worker with a disability
should be paid the same hourly rate because if they do not that feels like using their
disability against them which can lead to disability discrimination.

| did also leave the sheltered workshop because | was not making enough money to live on
and then | went into a program for people with disabilities to be human services assistants.
That went good until | was at the top of the pay scale and did not get a raise for three years
so during the 2016-2017 | went through LEND which stands for Leadership Education in
Neuro-Developmental disabilities and then landed a job as a Clinical Research Assistant
and now get paid $22.83 a hour and do not require Rental Assistance or food stamps or
some other government assistance like | used to which is True Self Determination.

| hope your support Removing Sub Minimum Wage because we need people to be able to
afford stuff

Sincerely,

Christine Brown



