
My name is Gregory Stokes, and I am the owner to two local wine shops, in addition to 
working as a restaurant consultant for several restaurants downtown. I have been working in 
the wine industry for the past 17 years: in restaurants, wine importing, wine distribution, and 
wine retail. My credentials include being certified as an Advanced Sommelier through the Court 
of Master Sommeliers. 


I am here today to speak in favor of HB 218, which would allow for the extension of an already 
legal option to discount wine to include de-alcoholized wine. 


I believe that this should be a fairly straightforward issue. As you may know, the state of Ohio 
legally requires a minimum pricing markup from wholesale to retail at the rate of 50 per cent. 
The Ohio Revised Code also already contemplates and allows for the option of a retail liquor 
permit holder to offer a discount to retail consumers who purchase 6 bottles to 12 bottles of 
wine. 


HB12 would allow for this customary discount to be offered to purchases of “de-alcoholized 
beverage”, which in this case is defined as a wine which has had its alcohol removed to less 
than .5 per cent abv. 


Since most alcohol regulation in this country exists to protect some level of moral civility in the 
sale and distribution of intoxicating beverages, there seems to me to be no strong reason that 
a de-alcoholized product should not be allowed the same latitude of price flexibility.  
 
From a practical point of view, most consumers and retailers for that matter are unaware that 
the case discount cannot currently be applied to de-alcoholized wines, and in my experience 
and very confused when it is mentioned. 


From a common-sense, business, and even moral perspective, I believe that this bill should be 
passed.


