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Sponsor Testimony — House Bill 718

Chair Click, Vice Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 718.

House Bill 718 strengthens Ohio’s behavioral health workforce by establishing a standardized
certification framework for professionals who are already providing essential support services in
community mental health settings. In many ways, this legislation removes administrative barriers
while strengthening professional standards. At a time when communities across Ohio continue to
face significant shortages of mental health and addiction professionals, strengthening and
supporting the broader behavioral health workforce is critically important.

Community mental health and addiction treatment providers rely on a team-based approach to
care. While licensed clinicians play a critical role, many services are supported by professionals
such as Qualified Mental Health Specialists and other behavioral health support professionals
who work directly with individuals and families to help them build skills, access resources, and
maintain stability in their daily lives.

House Bill 718 also updates the name of the Ohio Chemical Dependency Professionals Board to
the Ohio Behavioral Health Professionals Board, reflecting the broader scope of behavioral
health professionals the board oversees.

The board already administers a broad continuum of credentials in behavioral health, including
assistant-level credentials, professional certifications such as prevention specialists and peer
recovery supporters, and licensure for chemical dependency counselors at multiple levels of
practice. Because of this experience, the board is well positioned to oversee standardized
certification for additional behavioral health workforce roles.

The bill directs the board to establish certification standards, training requirements, ethics
expectations, and a registry of certified professionals so credentials can be consistently verified
across employers.
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These professionals are already serving within Ohio’s behavioral health system today. However,
credential verification is often handled at the individual agency level, which can create
inconsistencies across organizations. When professionals move between behavioral health
providers, the verification process often begins again even though the individual may already be
performing the same work elsewhere.

Establishing a state-recognized credential that can be consistently verified across employers
helps reduce administrative delays when providers onboard new staff. A statewide credential
also allows professionals to carry their certification across employers, reducing retraining
requirements and improving workforce mobility across the behavioral health system.

Creating a recognized credential also helps establish a clearer entry point into the behavioral
health field, supporting workforce development efforts such as career-technical education
programs, apprenticeships, and other training pathways that help individuals begin careers in
mental health services.

I also want to be clear about what this bill does and does not do. House Bill 718 does not expand
scope of practice and does not create a new clinical license. Qualified Mental Health Specialists
will continue operating under the same supervision structures that exist today. The purpose of the
bill is simply to standardize credentialing and ensure consistent education, ethics, and
professional standards across the workforce.

In developing this legislation, conversations occurred with both the Ohio Chemical Dependency
Professionals Board and the Counselor, Social Worker, and Marriage and Family Therapist
Board to determine the most appropriate regulatory home for this credential. Given the Chemical
Dependency Professionals Board’s experience overseeing certifications for prevention specialists
and peer recovery supporters, both boards agreed this structure would provide the most
appropriate oversight.

At a time when communities across Ohio are working to address growing mental health and
addiction needs, strengthening the behavioral health workforce and creating clear pathways into
this field helps ensure Ohioans can access the care and support they need.

At the end of the day, this bill is about recognizing the professionals who are already doing
important work in our behavioral health system and ensuring they have consistent standards,



clear expectations, and appropriate oversight as they continue serving Ohioans.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony, and I would be happy to answer any
questions.



