Ohio Children’s Alliance

[ ] Leading change for child and family service providers

Ohio House Community Revitalization Committee
Sarah LaTourette, Chief Advocacy Officer
Ohio Children’s Alliance
March 24, 2026

Ohio Children’s Alliance Proponent Testimony on HB 718

Chair Click, Vice Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the committee, thank you for the
opportunity to submit proponent testimony on House Bill 718.

My name is Sarah LaTourette, and | serve as Chief Advocacy Officer for the Ohio Children’s Alliance. Our
organization represents community-based providers who work with children and families across Ohio, often
when families are navigating complex systems or seeking support for their children’s needs. Our members
support families in understanding options, accessing services, and keeping children safely connected to their
homes, schools, and communities.

From that perspective, we appreciate HB 718’s focus on clarity and consistency within Ohio’s behavioral
health workforce. Families benefit when the systems they encounter are understandable and predictable, and
when the professionals supporting them are operating within clearly defined roles and expectations.

For many families, behavioral health support does not begin with a licensed clinician. It often begins with a
care coordinator, case manager, peer supporter, or other frontline professional who helps a parent
understand available resources and make informed decisions for their child.

HB 718 brings greater structure to these roles without changing their fundamental purpose. By establishing
uniform credentialing standards and a clear regulatory home, the bill promotes transparency and
accountability while preserving existing supervision and scope-of-practice boundaries. This balance matters to
families, who deserve confidence in the people supporting them and clarity about the roles those
professionals play.

We also value that this bill supports workforce stability in a practical way. When experienced staff are able to
carry credentials with them and avoid unnecessary delays when changing employers, providers can focus less
on administrative hurdles and more on maintaining continuity for children and families. Stability in the
workforce contributes to stability in care relationships.

We appreciate the collaborative work that went into developing this legislation, including the leadership of
the Ohio Council of Behavioral Health & Family Services Providers and their engagement with stakeholders
throughout this process. That collaboration is reflected in a bill that is thoughtful, measured, and responsive to
real-world conditions.
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Finally, we want to thank Representatives Brownlee and Salvo for their leadership and partnership. HB 718
reflects an approach to policy that is grounded in supporting youth and families while strengthening the

systems they rely on.

The Ohio Children’s Alliance is pleased to support House Bill 718, and we look forward to continued
collaboration as this bill moves through the legislative process. Thank you for the opportunity to submit
testimony. | am happy to answer any questions you might have. | can be reached at
Sarah.LaTourette@ohiochildrensalliance.org.
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