
 
May 1, 2026  

The Honorable Gary Click, Chair  

The Honorable Diane Mullins, Vice Chair  

The Honorable Darnell T. Brewer, Ranking Member  

Honorable Members, Ohio House Community Revitalization Committee 

Dear Chairman Click, Vice-Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and Honorable Committee 
Members:  

I write today to support House Bill 758, which helps epilepsy patients and their families by 
providing education and resources related to SUDEP (Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy). SUDEP is 
the sudden, unexpected death of someone with epilepsy, who was otherwise healthy. It takes more lives 
annually in this country than sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). Most cases occur in young adults.  

As the mother of a child with epilepsy, I understand the fears families who live with this disease 
face. As a lawmaker, I believe we should utilize the tools at our disposal to better equip patients and 
families to better understand and ease these challenges.  

I have led legislative efforts in the Commonwealth of Virginia to develop better resources for 
epilepsy patients and to provide funding for our Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) to 
examine potential SUDEP cases, some of which is similar to this legislation. After several years of trying, 
I am optimistic we will be successful this year, pending the final outcome of our budgeting process. This 
has been one of my top legislative priorities.  

I commend Ohio for considering this important step for patients that will undoubtedly save lives. 
I serve on the Senate of Virginia’s Committee on Education and Health, and understand the myriad of 
health policy issues legislators face each session. I urge you to take this important step in helping epilepsy 
patients by voting favorably on House Bill 758.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stella G. Pekarsky 

Senate of Virginia 

District 36 


