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May 12, 2026

The Honorable Gary Click, Chair

The Honorable Diane Mullins, Vice Chair

The Honorable Darnell T. Brewer, Ranking Member

Honorable Members, Ohio House Community Revitalization Committee

Dear Chairman Click, Vice-Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and Honorable Committee
Members:

On behalf of the HarborPath Policy Council, | would like to encourage your support of House Bill 758,
which is currently under deliberation in the Ohio House Community Revitalization Committee. The bill
is co-authored by Representative Rose Bride Sweeney, and Representative Gayle Manning.

HarborPath Policy Council is nonprofit funded by families who have lost loved ones to epilepsy. |
cannot overstate how important the passage of this legislation in Ohio is to those families.

The bill addresses the needs of epilepsy patients and their families in regard to a phenomenon
known as SUDEP (Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy). SUDEP is devastating to families as it
takes the lives of epilepsy patients suddenly and without warning. Approximately one in one
thousand adults currently die from SUDEP each year, although in high-risk groups, those with more
than three uncontrolled seizures each year, the risk jumps to eighteen in one thousand individuals, a
phenomenal increase. Causes and risk factors such as cardiorespiratory dysfunction (breathing and
heart problems) are exacerbated by uncontrolled seizures, frequent seizures, and nocturnal seizures.
These are often the result of a patient not staying on a specific medication regimen, not being on a
correct medication regimen, or not staying on a correct lifestyle, including appropriate diet and sleep.
This is often due to the lack of proper education and access to epilepsy, which this bill seeks to
improve for Ohioans.

Possibly more than any other legislation in the nation in the past several years, HB 758 would
address the needs of epilepsy patients and their families to address this overwhelming crisis. Lives in
Ohio and their families will be saved with the passage of HB 758, and we encourage your support of
the measure without reservation.

Sincerely,
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Ken Trogdon, Founder & President
HarborPath Policy Council



