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The Honorable Gary Click, Chair
The Honorable Diane Mullins, Vice Chair
The Honorable Darnell T. Brewer, Ranking Member

Honorable Members, Ohio House Community Revitalization Committee

Dear Chairman Click, Vice-Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and Honorable Committee
Members:

I write today to support House Bill 758, which helps epilepsy patients and their families by
providing critical education and resources related to Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy
(SUDEP). SUDEP occurs when a person diagnosed with epilepsy, who is otherwise healthy, dies
suddenly and unexpectedly, with the majority of those affected being young adults.

This issue first came to my attention when I met the parents of Morgan Rose Hosbach, a
young woman from my district that passed away from SUDEP in 2022 at age 23. Morgan was
under the care of a health care team for her epilepsy but was never told about SUDEP or its risk
factors. Tragically, this story is not unique; my colleague Representative Ann Flood, who is co-
priming related legislation with me in Pennsylvania, also lost a child to SUDEP. Both stories are
painful reminders that awareness alone can save lives.

House Bill 758 would help to address this gap, which despite being the standard in multiple other
states including New Jersey, New York, Virginia and Illinois has not yet become law in both
Ohio and Pennsylvania. There is a provision in the legislation that mandates an investigation and
autopsy when someone diagnosed with epilepsy dies suddenly and connects families to the North
American SUDEP Registry (NASR). This language mirrors my HB1442 which is currently
waiting for a vote in the Pennsylvania Senate. This both strengthens the knowledge and response
capabilities of coroners and gives researchers more accessible data to study, understand, and
ultimately prevent future cases of SUDEP. This legislation has been carefully vetted with
Pennsylvania’s epilepsy advocacy groups, and we worked closely with the Pennsylvania
Coroners Association to ensure this also met their standards. The bill was amended in the house
to align with their input.



As a member of the PA House Health Committee, I recognize the extent of health policy issues
that come before a chamber each session. However, I can think of few measures more
straightforward in their cost-benefit analysis; the bill asks little of the state, costs nothing to
families, and has the potential to save lives and spare others from the grief that the Hosbachs, the
Floods, and any other family affected by SUDEP has endured. I urge you to take this important
step in helping epilepsy patients by voting favorably on House Bill 758.

Sincerely,

Lisa A. Borowski, 168™ Legislative District
Pennsylvania House of Representatives



