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Chair Click, Vice Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer and Members of the Community 
Revitalization Committee, 

   Thank you for the chance to give testimony for the support of HB 758. My name is Sharon 
DeVore and my daughter Sarah Linardos was diagnosed with epilepsy at the age of fifteen-
years-old. Sarah had nocturnal seizures, meaning she always had them in her sleep. Sarah 
went through Middle school and High school graduating at the top of her class. She then 
went on to graduate from The Ohio State University Fisher College of Business and began 
her career in Human Resources, all while having seizures. Sarah’s seizures were for the 
most part controlled by her medication. 

    In the fall of 2017, she began to have break through seizures, meaning that her 
medication was no longer controlling her seizures. The doctors were trying to get them 
back under control, but unfortunately on Father’s Day June 17, 2018, Sarah passed away in 
her sleep from a seizure. That day our lives were forever changed. We were told that day by 
the coroner that her death would probably be listed as SUDEP, Sudden Unexpected Death 
in Epilepsy. Just like the Brossard family we had never heard of SUDEP until we lost our 
sweet Sarah. I remember that day asking the lady from the coroner’s oƯice “What is 
SUDEP” She said Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy. I wish that over the eleven years 
that Sarah suƯered with epilepsy, just one time someone would have told us about the risk 
of SUDEP, but they did not. Not one single time.  

   I have found over the last almost eight years since Sarah’s death that everyone that I have 
ever spoken to that has lost someone to SUDEP, never heard of SUDEP until they suƯered 
the loss of their child. This needs to change.  

   I fully support HB 758, I believe that there is a need for people to know that SUDEP is 
something that can happen, and that doctors should be required to talk to their patients 
about the risks. This may help another family not suƯer the loss of a child like our family the 
Brossard’s and so many other families. 

   Please give your support to HB 758 it can help save the life of someone’s child. 


