
 
 

 

2800 Euclid Avenue 
Suite 402 
Cleveland Ohio 44115 
(216) 579-1330 
www.epilepsyinfo.org 

May 8, 2026 

The Honorable Gary Click 

Community Revitalization Committee Chair 

77 South High Street 

11th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

 

Re: Support for HB758  

Dear Representative Click, 

 

On behalf of the Epilepsy Association, I am writing to express our firm support 

for HB 758, which would require people with epilepsy in Ohio to be notified and 

educated about Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy, also known as SUDEP. It 

kills at least 3,000 people with epilepsy in the U.S. annually.  

 

SUDEP occurs when an otherwise healthy person with epilepsy passes away 

without warning, most often when they have a seizure in their sleep. 

The Epilepsy Association has helped adults and children with epilepsy in 

Northeast Ohio since 1953. The overwhelming majority of our clients with 

epilepsy were unfamiliar with SUDEP before they met our staff.  

 

Anyone who has epilepsy can die from SUDEP, but it is more likely in patients 

who suffer from severe epilepsy and have frequent seizures. Many of the people 

we serve fall into this high-risk category. 

 

This legislation would save lives.  

 

There are ways to reduce the risk of Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy. But 

when a person with epilepsy is never informed of that risk, the possibility of 

preventing SUDEP is taken away from them.  

 

We strongly urge you to support HB 758. Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy 

does not have to continue blindsiding our communities.  

 

Thank you for your leadership. If you have questions about epilepsy or SUDEP, 

please contact me at (216)-579-1330 or pvaranese@epilepsyinfo.org 

 

 

 

 

Patty Varanese 

Executive Director 
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