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Chair Click, Vice Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the House 
Community Revitalization Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of 
House Bill 758, the Brenna Brossard SUDEP Awareness Act. 
 
House Bill 758 builds on similar legislation, jointly sponsored by Rep. Sweeney and then-Rep. 
Patton, which was passed by the Ohio House during the 135th General Assembly with a 
bipartisan vote of 91–2. This updated version of the legislation would strengthen Ohio’s 
approach to SUDEP prevention in four key ways: 
 

1. First, the bill improves patient education and provider support. It requires healthcare 
professionals treating epilepsy patients to provide information on SUDEP or refer patients to a 
state-developed SUDEP education program. To support health providers in this work, the bill 
also directs the Ohio Department of Health to develop education materials for patient referral and 
SUDEP risk guidance for providers. 
 

2. Second, the bill improves data collection and reporting. SUDEP is widely understood to be 
underreported because there is no standard practice for documenting or sharing this information. 
This legislation would require medical examiners to document and report confirmed cases to the 
national SUDEP registry, strengthening both state and national data collection efforts. 
 

3. Third, the bill enhances public safety awareness and emergency response. To help first 
responders render lifesaving care quickly and effectively, this bill creates a voluntary epilepsy 
designation on a driver’s license or state identification card. Consistent with Reps. Click and 
Lorenz’s H.B. 144, which established a database for individuals with special needs to share 
relevant information with first responders in advance of a crisis, this provision would assist law 
enforcement officers and emergency medical professionals in rendering aid to an individual with 
epilepsy during a medical emergency. 
 

4. Finally, the bill improves access to seizure detection and protection devices. Often small 
wearable devices similar to a smartwatch, these devices can detect seizure activity and notify 
caregivers so they can provide immediate assistance. House Bill 758 would require coverage for 
seizure detection devices when prescribed as medically necessary by a specialist. It also prohibits 
insurers from denying or terminating coverage based on a pre-existing epilepsy diagnosis. 
 
Taken together, these provisions reflect a commonsense, prevention-oriented approach to 
improving SUDEP awareness by ensuring that patients, families, providers, and first responders 
have the information and tools they need to reduce risk and save lives.We commend the Brossard 
family for their courage in turning grief into advocacy, and we are grateful for the partnership of  
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organizations like the Epilepsy Foundation, Partners Against Mortality in Epilepsy, and 
HarborPath Policy Council in shaping this legislation. 
 
Thank you to my co-sponsor Represenative Sweeney for the opportunity to bring forth this 
important legislation.  
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor’s testimony and we are happy to answer 
any questions you might have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


