
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 11, 2026  

Representative Gary Click, Chair   
House Community Revitalization Committee   
77 S. High St. Vern Riffe Center  
Columbus, OH 43215  
 
Dear  Chairman Click  and Memb ers of  the  House Community Revitalization Committee ,  

The undersigned organizations write in support of  House Bill 758 ( H B  758 )  and urge the 

House Community Revitalization Committee to advance this important piece of legislation. 

H B 758 is critical to ensuring that individuals living with epilepsy  in Ohio  receive the 

necessary education, resources, and medical support to mitigate the dev astating risks 

associated with Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP) and other epilepsy -related 

mortalities.  

Epilepsy is a neurological disorder that affects individuals of all ages, characterized by 

recurring, unprovoked seizures. There are multiple types of seizures, and they can look 

different in different people. It is a spectrum disease comprised of many diagnoses, 

including a growing number of rare epilepsies that are increasingly being identified through 

their genetic links. Nearly 3.4 million Americans live with active epilepsy, including over 

126,000 Ohioans. Thirty to forty percent of people with epilepsy live with uncontrolled 

seizures despite available treatments. Delayed recognition of seizures and inadequate 

treatment i ncrease a person’s risk of subsequent seizures, brain damage, disability, and 

death. People with epilepsy have a three times higher risk of early death compared to the 

general population, with SUDEP being the leading cause of epilepsy -related mortality. Each 

year, it is estimated that more than 1 in 1,000 people with epilepsy die from SUDE P and this 

number increases drastically to 1 in 150 for people whose epilepsy is not controlled by 

treatment.  

HB 758 addresses these concerns through a comprehensive app roach to epilepsy 

awareness, prevention, and support.  HB 758  would require healthcare providers to educate 

epilepsy patients and caregivers about SUDEP risk and prevention strategies using 



guidance developed by the Ohio Department of Health.  It also improves public health 

surveillance by requiring coroners and medical examiners to review epilepsy -related deaths 

for possible SUDEP, properly document those deaths on death certificates, and report 

cases to a SUDEP registry. HB 758 establishes an education and referral framework to 

support continuity of care for individuals with epilepsy and their families. The bill directs the 

Ohio Department of Health to develop educational awareness initiatives, risk counseling 

resources, and refe rrals to appropriate services based on individualized care plans 

determined by health care providers. Additionally, H B  758  expands access to potentially 

lifesaving technology by requiring private insurers and Medicaid to cover medically 

necessary seizure detection devices prescribed by epilepsy specialists.   

Our organizations are committed to advancing public policy that ensures individuals with 

epilepsy receive the necessary support and resources to manage their condition effectively 

and safely. There is a growing recognition within the epilepsy and public health 

communities of the urgent need to address SUDEP through improved education, stronger 

mortality data collection, and more consistent death reporting practices.  We urge  Ohio to 

join these efforts by swiftly passing  HB 758 to protect and support individuals with epilepsy 

and pote ntially reduce preventable deaths.  Thank you for your consideration and for the 

opportunity to comment. Please contact Dominique Brown, Director, State Relations and 

Policy, Epilepsy Foundation of America, at dbrown@efa. or g  or 301 -918 -3784 with any 

questions or comments.  

Sincerely,  

Angels of Epilepsy, Inc.  
CACNA1A Foundation  
Child Neurology Foundation  
CureGRIN Foundation  
Danny Did Foundation  
DEE -P Connections  
Dravet Syndrome Foundation  
Dup15q Alliance  
Epilepsy Alliance America  
Epilepsy Foundation of America  
Epilepsy Foundation Ohio  
FamilieSCN2A Foundation  
International SCN8A Alliance  
NORSE Institute  
Partners Against Mortality in Epilepsy  
Paul’s Purple  Warrior s  
Phelan -McDermid Syndrome Foundation  
Ring 20 USA  
The Cute Syndrome Foundation -  SCN8A Epilepsy  
The Devoted Mama  
TSC Alliance  


