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Chair Click, Vice Chair Mullins, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the House 

Community Revitalization Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of 

House Bill 758, the Brenna Brossard SUDEP Awareness Act. The legislation before you today 

builds on similar legislation previously introduced by myself and former Representative Patton, 

which passed the Ohio House during the 135th General Assembly with a bipartisan vote of 91–2. 

 

SUDEP stands for Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy, which is the sudden, unexpected 

death of someone with epilepsy who was otherwise healthy. SUDEP is believed to occur when 

the brain sends a faulty signal that affects the heart or lungs. It can happen with or without 

evidence of a seizure and is the leading cause of death among individuals with uncontrolled 

seizures. According to the Epilepsy Foundation, more than 1 in 1,000 people with epilepsy die 

from SUDEP each year, and that statistic is likely underreported. Because many of the risk 

factors associated with SUDEP can be mitigated to reduce the risk of death, patient and provider 

awareness, as well as access to appropriate care, are vital. 

 

On January 30, 2022, in the middle of the night, a healthy and active 25-year-old young woman 

named Brenna Brossard passed away suddenly during an epileptic seizure. In the aftermath of 

their unimaginable loss, Brenna’s parents met with the Epilepsy Association of Cleveland. It was 

only then that they learned about SUDEP for the very first time. Despite over two decades of 

care from epilepsy specialists, they had never been informed about SUDEP or the steps that can 

be taken to reduce risk. And it is because of Brenna’s family’s advocacy and the advocacy of 

similarly impacted families across the U.S. that this legislation is before you today. 

 

I want to express my profound admiration and gratitude to the Brossard family for turning their 

unimaginable grief into advocacy on behalf of other families, and I also want to thank the many 

national and statewide organizations including the Epilepsy Foundation, Partners Against 

Mortality in Epilepsy (PAME), and HarborPath Policy Council that have partnered with us in 

shaping this legislation. 

 

With that, I will turn it over to my joint sponsor, Representative Gayle Manning, to discuss 

several of the bill’s key provisions in greater detail. 


