
Chair Chavez, Chair Holmes, and members of the Joint Data Center Study Committee. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony before your committee today. 

 

I am Anthony Romito Jr.  I don't want to testify in person.  I just want to submit this written 
testimony to make my voice heard.  AI data centers are dangerous.   

 

They consume too much of our water for cooling purposes and put their leftover backwash 
back into circulation (in Morrow County, Oregon, nitrate poisoning from data center 
wastewater is linked to rare cancers and miscarriages).   

 

They eat up too much of our electricity.   

 

Food is becoming more expensive—and soon, scarcer—because the current energy crisis 
that justifies AI as “critical” is also destroying global fertilizer production. 

 

They also take up too much land. Humans need land to grow food. AI data centers need 
land for solar farms and massive facilities. 

 

Finally, why do we need them in the first place?  We've gotten along fine without them for 
years.  What digital information is so important that AI Data centers are needed to store 
and process it all?  What data is being collected?  AI has gone too far.   

 

We need to develop legislation regarding the regulation of data centers.  We need 
regulations protecting our water, health, electricity, land, and personal information. 

 

Thank you for your time. I hope my concerns will help guide you as you consider legislation 
regarding data centers. 

 


