Thank you for hearing us all speak today. | am a local volunteer with Conserve Ohio here in
Columbus.

I am not from Ohio, | am not from one particular state, as | come from a Military family. | have
called Mississippi, Florida, Indiana, Ohio, California, and now once again Ohio home. | am not
from here, but | deeply care about the people here, the land here, and the future of this state. |
am also not directly impacted by a data center being built in my back yard, but | have great
empathy & concern for those who are. And | know that I, and everyone in this state, will be
directly or indirectly impacted if we allow this rate of development to continue.

I could discuss facts, statistics & studies on these Data centers - the projected & documented
pollution to the soil, to the water, to the air, to the dark night sky, etc - but this has all already
been shared by people here who are much more qualified & much more informed than me to
discuss these facts.

I’'m here for the butterflies, the birds, the bees, the bats, the lightning bugs, the salamanders, the
soil, the water, the children, and their future.

| deeply believe in leaving places better than we found them. | believe in living in a reciprocal
manner with nature, and each other.

| spend much of my free time working with the local land. My hands & feet are happily in the dirt
about 3-5 days a week. | volunteer @ Franklinton Farms & use my own back yard as a research
space & garden.

I've been avidly studying native & invasive plant & bug species the last 2.5 years I've lived here.
I’'m even working with an official from the city to properly identify invasive species in my yard,
and in my neighborhood so | can continue to effectively & cleanly get rid of them & replace them
with native, perennial & sometimes endangered plant species.

| bring all of this up for a reason.

In the plant kingdom, there are native, invasive & also naturalized species. Naturalized species
are ones that are not originally from the new place they are growing, but do not harm or choke
out native species, but grow alongside them & more often than not also have beneficial
properties. They are welcomed. The term invasive is pretty self explanatory. As | battle in the dirt
with my hands & a shovel against invasive species on our lands, | also battle on the streets with
a petition & a pen against the invasive Data Centers that are choking out the very same lands.

We are a state rich in soil, rich in farmland, rich in water & resources, | know this well coming
from the contrast of California & the desert - however this is all being depleted & abused on a
daily basis - not just by Data Centers, of course, there are many, many factors at play. However,
Data Centers & the current intended & unchecked rapid expansion of them here will most
certainly make a massive impact on the destruction, desecration & violent depletion of our
shared wealth - our natural, and incredibly necessary resources. These Data Centers are not
naturalized, they are largely not welcomed, and they are currently operating as an invasive



species. Do they have the potential to be naturalized? People who are much more informed
than me, say yes there are better & more sustainable ways to run them, but we can’t do that if
do not stop and reevaluate the approach.

Scientists all over the globe have been persistently broadcasting that the living fabric of our
ecosystems is unraveling. They all point toward globally interconnected causes:

Industrial agriculture

Pesticides and pollution

Habitat destruction

Wetland loss

Climate change

Scientists are also independently finding that butterflies are rapidly losing color. Pollinators, all of
our bugs, our birds, are becoming more muted, and not just in color. The natural, and again
necessary, parts of the world are becoming silenced, because they are disappearing, because
their numbers are dwindling, because we are rapidly & ignorantly taking over the very last of
their homes, our precious wild spaces.

There is a scarily significant global decline in diversity & abundance of almost all living creatures
& the kingdoms that make up our beautiful planet. We are replacing the natural songs & sounds
& hums of the world with the incessant, malignant hum of machines & metal & data.

We need to be investing more in & at the minimum protecting the “data centers” underneath our
feet. The eco system that makes our food, that gives us the air that we breathe, the water that
we drink.

Water & Soil aren’t luxuries to be wasting, they are food security, they are life, they are a birth
right. Fresh water & rich farmland are already endangered. Why are we prioritizing their use to
house & cool computers as opposed to using them to continue to nurture each other, our land,
and our future?

Why are we not pausing more & asking more questions like is the rapid rate of our expansion
mirroring the rapid decline of our fragile ecosystems? And what is this expansion actually worth
when considering this?

Why are we investing in the willing destruction of our shared, natural wealth for the financial
benefit of these large companies?

| am for a moratorium on more Data Centers being built in the state of Ohio. | am not ignorant to
the needs & role of technology & development in our current societal structure, or my own small
role in it, but | know that there is always a better way & we must find it, and most importantly
implement it before we allow these to continue to be built.



