
To Ohio's State House Leaders and Elected Officials, 

I am writing to ask you to put the people of Ohio first and support an immediate 
moratorium on new data center development until the state can fully understand and 
address the cumulative impacts these facilities will have on our communities. 

Ohio's laws, regulations, and policies were not built for the scale of development we are 
now experiencing. More than 200 data centers already operate in Ohio, with dozens more 
proposed. Yet the standards being used to evaluate these projects were created before the 
rapid growth of artificial intelligence, hyperscale computing, and the unprecedented 
demands these facilities place on local resources. 

The reality is simple: Ohio is making decisions based on yesterday's standards while facing 
today's technology. 

Governor Mike DeWine recently took action to pause and reevaluate aspects of the 
financial incentives offered to data centers after evidence raised concerns about whether 
the promised economic benefits were matching reality. If Ohio's leaders believe it is 
responsible to reassess the financial impacts, then it is equally responsible to reassess the 
environmental, infrastructure, and human impacts. 

Across Ohio, citizens are raising concerns about water consumption, air quality, noise 
pollution, energy demand, farmland loss, property values, and public health. Yet there are 
still no comprehensive statewide studies examining the cumulative effects of hundreds of 
data centers operating across our state. 

How can Ohio confidently move forward when the questions being asked by its citizens 
remain unanswered? 

If Ohio is among the leading states for data center development, then Ohio should also 
become the national leader in studying the cumulative impacts of that development. Our 
state is uniquely positioned to conduct the research necessary to determine what these 
facilities mean for our environment, our infrastructure, our communities, and future 
generations. 

The people of Ohio are sending a clear message. Recent polling has shown overwhelming 
public concern regarding data center expansion. Regardless of where someone stands on 
the issue, the level of concern alone should be enough to warrant caution. When so many 
questions remain unanswered, the responsible course of action is to pause, study, and 
verify before moving forward. 

The citizens of Ohio deserve the same protection that our leaders are willing to provide for 
tax dollars and economic interests. Our health, our water, our air, our property, our 



communities, and our quality of life are not secondary concerns. They deserve equal 
consideration. 

Many Ohioans feel they have been systematically excluded from decisions that will 
permanently affect their communities. Public hearings often occur after major decisions 
have already been made. Citizens are left feeling unheard while powerful interests continue 
to move projects forward. 

This is bigger than data centers. 

This is about whether government serves the people or expects the people to accept 
decisions that have already been made. 

Technology should serve humanity—not humanity serve technology. Economic 
development should improve our quality of life, not require us to sacrifice it. Human rights, 
public health, environmental stewardship, and meaningful public participation must come 
before the demands of an industry that is expanding faster than our laws can keep pace. 

I respectfully ask every member of the Ohio General Assembly, statewide officeholder, 
state agency leader, and local elected official to support an immediate moratorium on new 
data center approvals until comprehensive cumulative-impact studies are completed and 
Ohio's regulatory framework is updated to reflect the realities of this rapidly expanding 
industry. 

Ohioans deserve answers before more approvals are granted. 

Respectfully, 

 
Lelanna Spencer 

Lima, Ohio 

 


