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Chair Claggett, Vice Chair Workman, Ranking Member Mohamed, and members of the
House Technology and Innovation committee, my name is Lyn Cox and | am an organizer
for the AW Area Community Response Awareness Group. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide written testimony in regard to data centers. | have several points of concern
regarding the data center explosion in Ohio.

As an artist, one of my projects was to photograph small Ohio towns showcasing their
current state and condition, while finding beauty in them all. Over the past 15 years, I've
visited over 90 Ohio towns and created art pieces. When the project first started, many
towns, and particularly the downtown areas were in a state of decay, decimated by large
businesses who had moved overseas or to Mexico, leaving the town abandoned as people
moved to larger cities to obtain employment.

But over the past few years, a resurgence has appeared as young entrepreneurs started to
develop new businesses in these downtown areas — coffee shops, wine bars, dog
grooming, bakeries, etc. We started to see people coming back into the towns, festivals
being formed, flowers returning to hanging baskets, and it was clear that there was a revival
and new energy was returning as Ohio communities fought back. Many of these businesses
were supported by small business grants and other redevelopment programs. It was
encouraging to see this.

And where are we now? We are seeing small towns being aggressively pursued by large
data center developers who seek to put 1,000+ acre facilities in small rural communities,
using their money and large legal teams to essentially crush these Ohio towns — mine
included, here in Waterville Township where either Apple or Microsoft (hot announced yet)
is performing studies on a 1,500 acre of prime black swamp farmland. Even without a
project announced, people are selling their homes and looking for new locations for their
businesses.There is a fear and dread in conversations and trust is eroding life long
relationships as purchase option contracts are shrouded under NDA's.

Small businesses account for 99.9% of all businesses nationwide and accounted for over
88% of new job growth between 2023 and 2024 (USAFacts.org). Small businesses are what
make Ohio great.



Data Centers in Ohio do not represent the Silicon Valley of Ohio. The Silicon Valley contains
corporate offices, decision makers, and vibrant businesses. Data Centers are essentially
the broom closets of the Silicon Valley. They take more than they provide to a community
and | know you will receive many letters which shed light to this concern.

Members of this committee have stated that “Ohio is open for business”.

| agree and suggest that you support the kind of businesses that make Ohio, Ohio and do
not allow one industry to squash what makes our state truly remarkable. Residents have
overwhelmingly shown a 70-30% sentiment against more data center developmentin
several credible studies including Marquette University Law School (February 2026), and
Gallup Poll (May 2026). A recent Bowling Green State University Poll found that over 70% of
respondents favored a temporary ban on new data center construction until the full
environmental and energy effects are studied, and | am asking for this committee to put a
moratorium or ban on new data centers in Ohio until further research can be done. The
damages being done to communities living near them is incalculable.

Decisions such as these need to made with both heart and mind. I'm asking you to choose
wisely.

Sincerely,
Lyn Cox

AW Area Community Resource Awareness Group, Organizer



