Samuel M. Menges
42540 Russia Road
Elyria, Ohio 44035

May 28, 2026

Ohio House of Representatives

Attn: Select Committee on Data Centers
Ohio Statehouse

1 Capitol Square

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re:  June 1st General Public Hearing
Verbal and Written Testimony of Samuel Menges

Dear Committee Members,

My name is Sam Menges. | am 12 years old and | live in Lorain County. | am just a normal kid
who goes to school, plays baseball, and is a 4H member. A year ago | didn't even know what a
data center was or that they even existed. Last summer, | overheard our farmer friend talking to
my dad about how the county is trying to put in a mega site down the street from our house.
They were saying how a large amount of farmland (about 1,000 acres) was going to be
destroyed for industry development, and this made me mad, because once farmland is
destroyed it can never be used for farming ever again. This is when | started attending local
trustee and commissioner meetings, and how | started speaking out against unwanted
development and related infrastructure in my community.

Through this process, | have learned quite a bit about data centers. A lot of the data centers that
have been built in Ohio have been built on prime farmland. | have learned that the state of Ohio
has lost 1 million acres of farmland in the last 20 years, and we continue to lose more and more
farmland each year to development. The first hyperscale data center in Ohio was built in 2016.
This was only 10 years ago. The state of Ohio now has over 200 data centers, and is #2 in the
country for hyperscale data center development. We know that most of these hyperscale data
centers were built on prime farmland. An example of this is the Meta hyperscale data center in
New Albany that sits on 1,600 acres of land that was once agricultural. If Ohio keeps allowing
data centers to be built, the remaining 13.5 million will soon be gone. If farmland is destroyed,
this creates a loss of food for the future generations. | am a Christian, and from what | know,
God isn’t making anymore farmland. Once it is gone, it is gone forever.

In our American history, we can see examples of how new developments have been rushed into
and then many years later the future generation realizes these developments have harmful

effects on our health and environments. An example of this is the plastics industry. They started
adding chemicals into plastics in the 1920s. Here we are 100 years later, and we now know that



these chemicals are toxic to us. They are in everything we use...our clothes, water bottles, and
food packaging. This is a hard problem to now fix. Data centers might not seem a problem now,
especially to the companies that want to build them, but what happens 50 years from now when
the natural waterways have dried up, millions of acres of farmland has been destroyed, and the
communities have health problems from contaminated water or from other unforeseen
problems?

In 50 years, | will be 62 years old. How old will you be?

There are so many unknowns when it comes to data centers because they are relatively new. |
definitely do not want to see anymore farmland destroyed for data center development in Ohio. |
ask that you think about our future generations. This kind of a study is going to take more than
just 8mo or a year. | ask that we learn from our history and not rush into something before we
have total understanding of the long term effects. Therefore | ask that you enact a statewide
moratorium on data center development in the state of Ohio.

Thank you,
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Samuel Menges

Ann Menges
Pafent of Samuel Menges



