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"This land has been in my husband’s family for generations. 
Starting as an apple orchard, then to corn and soybean. I am 

asking you — not as a stranger — but as someone who has 
walked these fields at dawn, who has watched the seasons turn 

over this soil and in appreciation. Please hear our pleas for 
concern." 

 

My name is not important. What is important is what I stand on: my family farmland in 

Sandusky County, Ohio — land that has fed families, supported communities, and held the 

roots of a way of life that once defined this region and were proud to make a priority in 

nourishing our nation. I am writing this testimony because a company called Decimal has 

proposed a data center in Monroeville, Ohio, just over in Huron County, and I am deeply, and 

genuinely afraid of what comes next. We have in the next county over, Erie Co., a Data Center 

and the officials, had undermined it’s local community and lacked transparency, this has led 

to much distrust, as well as the continued evidence these data center facilities have on the 

environment, local economy, sustainability, utility expenses and overall health of the 

population. 

This is not fear of change. I have weathered drought years, market downturns, equipment 

failures, and all the unpredictable hardships that farming demands. This is something 

different. This is the fear of permanent loss — of land, of water, of health, of identity — handed 

away quietly while the rest of us are still tending our fields  and carrying the continued load 

that we love to continue to feed America. 

 

I. What Is Being Proposed — And What It Really Means 



Decimal is one of many technology companies now eyeing Ohio's rural corridors as prime real 

estate for AI and cloud computing infrastructure. In Ohio alone we have over 200, in the US 

4,000. What is the necessary need for so many? Why?  

Across Ohio and the surrounding counties, data center proposals are multiplying — while 

simultaneously, solar and wind turbine installations are advancing on farmland at an 

alarming rate near my community.  What I am witnessing is not a single project. It is a pattern. 

A wave. At hyper mass scales that are going to become a determinant to the lives of an over-

concerning number of citizens, as it is now currently in Ohio and other states across the 

nation. We cannot be all wrong when the evidence has been, and is there. Especially to those 

having to live this and take their last breath and walk away, on the land they thought would 

be where they would have their last to rest in peace as their own. 

Ohio is now a top-five state in the nation for data center concentration, with over 200 facilities  

already operating — roughly half of them in Central Ohio alone. Between 2017 and 2024, 

these facilities received an estimated $2.5 billion in state and local tax incentives, meaning 

the communities bearing the burdens are often not the ones seeing the benefits. The economic 

promises sound large. The reality for those who live nearby is quite different. 

These are not small buildings quietly humming on the edge of town. Hyperscale data centers 

are industrial complexes — warehouses the size of multiple football fields, running around 

the clock, drawing enormous amounts of electricity and water, surrounded by diesel backup 

generators that test weekly and run during every outage. They do not create many permanent 

jobs. They do not buy from local suppliers. They buy land, draw resources, and send profits 

far away. 

 

II. The Water: A Resource We Cannot Replace 

Let me speak plainly about water, because this is the issue that keeps me up at night. A large 

data center can consume up to five million gallons of water every single day — used to cool 

the servers that run without stop. This is not recycled. Much of it e vaporates. And it comes 

from the same aquifers, the same water tables, the same rivers and wells that my family and 

I drink from, that my fields depend on, that my neighbors use in their homes. I have concerns 

over my well on my property due to these data centers approaching. 

The Lincoln Institute of Land Policy found in 2025 that a mid-sized data center consumes 

water on par with a small town, and a larger one rivals the consumption of a city of 50,000 

people. When multiple facilities arrive in the same region — as is now happening across Ohio 

— the compounding draw on local water systems can be devastating and largely irreversible.  



Making officials call for water restrictions, some times full cut-off of water systems in smaller 

areas, and polluted water due to construction during these builds as well.  

We have already seen what this looks like. In Utah, data centers have set their sights on water 

supplies in a region already suffering a long-term drought. It was just announced May 26, 

2026 that we will be predicted to have massive droughts over the summer season. In Ohio's  

own Appalachian counties, record-breaking droughts struck in both 2024 and 2025 — even 

as fracking operations and industrial facilities had already been withdrawing staggering 

quantities from those same water sources. This is not a coincidence. This is what happens 

when rural communities become sacrifice zones for industrial ambition. 

Five million gallons of water. Every day. From our wells. From 
our fields. From our future. 

 

III. The Air We Breathe and the Health of Our Families 

I want you to have insight to a woman named Donna Gallant of Bristow, Virginia. She invested 

heavily in the windows of her home — trying to escape the constant industrial noise from 

Google's nearby data center complex. She describes the sound during load testing as 

something that triggers anxiety attacks so severe she cannot sleep. She says it, quite literally, 

rocks her to the core. This is not an isolated complaint. This is becoming the daily reality for 

thousands of Americans who find themselves living beside these facilities. As well as the light 

pollution that has caused sleep disturbances and needing to place blackout curtains or other 

arrangements to keep the light out during the night. 

Communities near data centers have reported constant low-frequency noise from industrial 

chillers, compressors, and cooling systems that run without pause, day and night. Research 

has documented that prolonged exposure to this kind of industrial noise is linked to increased 

stress, elevated cortisol levels, and long-term cardiovascular strain. For farming families — 

many of whom live on the same land where they work — there is no escape from it. 

The air quality consequences are equally alarming. Data centers depend on diesel backup 

generators for emergency power, and these generators undergo routine testing for ten to 

thirty minutes every single month. In Virginia — the nation's most concentrated data center 

region — researchers estimated that these generators collectively operate between 35,000 and 

51,000 hours per year statewide, emitting nitrogen dioxide, particulate matter, and carbon 

monoxide into surrounding neighborhoods. A September 2025 study linked pollutants from 

nearby data centers to increased rates of respiratory disease, cardiovascular conditions, and 

elevated cancer risk. 



The projections for 2030 are sobering: U.S. data centers could cause approximately 600,000 

asthma symptom cases and 1,300 premature deaths annually — exceeding one-third of all 

asthma deaths in the country each year, at a public health cost exceeding $20 billion. These 

are not statistics. These are children. These are our neighbors. These could be our families.  

We already have a high rate of these health issues in our country. Why would we want to add 

more and take more from it’s tax paying, and selfless  farmers and communities. 

Sources: Environmental Health Project, 2026; Frontiers in Climate, 2026; U.S. News, April 2026  

 

IV. Real Stories from Real Communities — The Warning We 
Must Heed 

These are not hypothetical futures. They are happening right now, in communities that were 

promised progress and received something far more costly. FAR more than ever bargained 

for or lead to believe.  

In Canton, Mississippi — a majority-Black community long marked by underinvestment — 

Amazon opened a $10 billion AI data center with promises of 1,000 jobs. Within months, 

residents began reporting lung irritation, breathing difficulties, and construction dust settling 

over homes and playgrounds. The cooling towers began drawing millions of gallons daily from 

the already-stressed Big Black River system. Weekly diesel generator tests spiked local 

nitrogen oxide levels, worsening an area already struggling with elevated childhood asthma 

rates. By February 2026, a class-action lawsuit had been filed alleging Clean Water Act 

violations, and expansions were halted pending independent environmental audits.  

In Bristow and the broader Loudoun County corridor of Virginia — dubbed the data center 

capital of the world — residents have spent years documenting constant low-frequency noise 

that disrupts sleep and degrades mental well-being. Electricity bills in some neighborhoods 

close to data centers have risen more than 250 percent. Residents say they were never 

meaningfully consulted. 

In Peculiar, Missouri, a group called Peaceful Peculiar organized to block a data center 

proposal from Diode Ventures. Citing noise, light, environmental impacts, and health 

concerns, residents packed zoning meetings and lobbied their council. The city cou ncil 

unanimously rejected the proposal in September 2024. 

In Goodyear and Buckeye, Arizona, a $14 billion data center project was withdrawn entirely 

after local authorities blocked necessary rezoning in response to organized resident 

opposition — pressure from people just like us, who simply refused to be silent. 

In Ohio itself, a proposal to rezone 300 acres of farmland for data center development in one 

community sparked such widespread and passionate opposition that the landowners 



ultimately withdrew their application entirely. Across the state, at least 15 Ohio communities 

have enacted or are considering temporary moratoriums on data center development. 

Citizens are circulating a statewide ballot measure for a constitutional amendm ent. Ohio 

legislators have introduced multiple bills — including a Data Center Study Commission — to 

examine the impacts before any more land is consumed. 

"In my rural district of 33 townships, residents are raising 
serious concerns about greenfield development and the loss of 

productive farmland." — Ohio State Representative 

Source: Ohio State University Farm Office, April 2026 

 

V. The Compounding Threat: Solar, Wind, and the 
Disappearing Farm 

I want to be clear: my concern is not limited to the Decimal proposal. It is the totality of what 

is descending on our agricultural counties all at once. Solar installations. Wind turbine farms. 

Data centers. Each arriving individually, each presenting its  own promises — and each, when 

combined, representing a systematic transformation of the rural Ohio landscape that was 

never voted on, never truly debated, and never fully explained to the people who will live with 

the consequences. 

An estimated 83 percent of solar projects are expected to be built on farmland, according to 

projections from the American Farmland Trust. Unlike wind turbines — which can coexist 

with active farming on the same land — solar installations take fields out of production for 20 

to 40 years or more. Once prime agricultural soil is covered and compacted, its restoration is 

uncertain. The soil biology, drainage patterns, and organic matter that make Ohio farmland 

among the most productive in the world do not simply return when the panels are removed. 

Richland County — just southeast of us — held a vote in May 2026 and passed a ban on large 

solar and wind farms in 11 of its townships. The county joins roughly 28 Ohio counties that 

have issued some form of restriction on renewable energy projects on farm land. These are not 

anti-progress communities. These are communities fighting to preserve the agricultural 

character, the food production capacity, and the rural identity that generations built.  

Ohio has already lost over one million acres of agricultural and woodland acreage in recent 

decades. Every facility, every turbine, every panel that arrives on prime farmland narrows the 

margin further. And these losses compound. When water is drawn down, when air quality 

degrades, when the noise never stops, when the property values around industrial sites shift 

— the collateral damage spreads far beyond the fenceline of any single project.  

 



VI. The Governance Gap — What We Are Not Being Told 

One of the most troubling dimensions of this crisis is how it is being handled by local 

governments/officials. It is disheartening and troubling to know those that are to represent 

the people are not listening or having concern for the people.  

In Shelby County, Ohio, a $3 billion Amazon data center project advanced through city 

council approval — with a major property tax abatement on more than 200 acres of annexed 

farmland — before residents were meaningfully consulted. Community questions were  raised 

only after the financial commitment had already been made. The people whose land, water, 

and air quality would be affected were the last to know. 

A review of 31 Virginia municipalities with existing or proposed data centers found that 80 

percent had non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) in place between developers and local 

officials — agreements that explicitly limited public access to information about project scale, 

resource demands, and potential impacts. If this pattern is repeating itself in Ohio, as the 

evidence suggests it is, then communities like ours may never receive honest answers until it 

is too late to act. 

At the federal level, new permitting policies have accelerated approvals for large data center 

projects and shortened environmental review timelines. The administration has pushed to 

'fast-track' approvals of chemical compounds used in data center cooling — the same 

compounds linked to serious health risks — through what has been described as 'expedited 

chemical review.' The communities bearing the burden of this industrial expansion are being 

asked to trust processes that are specifically designed to move faster than their objections. 

Source: World Resources Institute, February 2026; Ohio Capital Journal, October 2025  

 

VII. What I Am Asking 

I am not asking anyone to stop the future. I am asking for the future to be honest with us.  To 

put a pause in the mass and large scale as they are. Gobbling up communities, homes, land, 

and people’s everyday lives. This would not be taken lightly if the situation was placed in your 

own backyard. There is testing, processes, and studies that need to be done, but the evidence 

has been prevalent as this have multiplied quickly.  

For me it is about the people, not the profit that keep the process going in the world, as the 

farmers and farmland for us has done for America and the community we love . We do not 

want to be undermined and blindsided. 

I am asking that Decimal, and every data center company seeking to build on or near Ohio 

farmland or communities, be required to produce full and independent environmental impact 



assessments — including water draw projections, air quality modeling, noise impact studies, 

and cumulative impact analyses that account for what else is already planned or approved in 

the region. 

I am asking that our local government officials refuse to enter non-disclosure agreements that 

prevent the public from accessing basic information about projects that will affect their daily 

lives, their health, and their land values. 

I am asking that our state legislators pass the Data Center Study Commission bill and that it 

be given the teeth and the timeline to produce real answers before more farmland is 

consumed and more communities are locked into industrial neighbors they never chose , or 

have been forced to be pushed out. 

I am asking that the cumulative pressure on agricultural land — from data centers, solar 

installations, wind turbines, and supporting infrastructure — be assessed together, not in 

isolation, so that our region's capacity to remain a farming community is protected by design 

rather than eroded by default. People Over Profit! Roots Over Resources! 

And I am asking that the voices of people like me — farmers, landowners, rural families who 

have tended this earth for generations — be given the same weight in these decisions as the 

balance sheets of companies whose executives will never walk a row of corn at daybreak in 

Sandusky County, Ohio. 

 

"The land remembers everything we do to it. And so will the 
people who come after us — for better or for worse, depending 

on what we do right now." 

 

This testimony is offered in love for this place, my home, my community, Ohio, and all those 

that want their voices heard, and in grief for what may be lost. It is offered in the belief that 

the people across the US and in the great state of OHIO that each community deserves to be 

heard, deserves honest answers, and deserves a future where the land that feeds us is still here 

to be handed down. 

I am one voice. But I know I am not alone. Across Ohio, across this country, 

farmers and rural families are standing up and saying: not without our consent. 

Not without the truth. Not without a fight. AND WE IN OHIO WOULD LIKE A 

MORETOREUM SET IN PLACE STATE WIDE! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Holliday, Conserve Ohio, Sandusky County 



 


