
Dear Committee Members, 

I testify today regarding the increased presence of data centers in Ohio.  Governor DeWine 
is on record as stating that input from the public is not needed since that is why we have a 
legislature. I disagree with him, and I’m glad you are holding a public hearing on data 
centers. 

While energy usage will always be a topic of great interest, my concern is how data centers 
are being given a “red carpet” welcome into the state without regard for safety issues.  
Non-disclosure agreements should be banned so that there can be full disclosure and 
debate regarding the placement of data centers, public concerns, safety issues, and 
increased utility costs to consumers. 

There is no reason why renewable energy should not be a part of the plan. Solar energy 
coupled with battery storage can meet the demands of data centers. Research has shown 
that it is possible.  

Before any data center is given approval, a comprehensive plan for the needs and 
operations, including a date for implementation, must be submitted. There are some 
companies that ae buying up land to make sure they have a “marker” in the energy game 
regardless of whether or not there are actual plans for implementation.  Everybody wants a 
“foot in the door”. Property can stand vacant and never be used.  

Data centers should pay for all needed grid upgrades needed to support reliability.  

Concern for the placement of data centers needs full discussion with communities and the 
impact that will have on the quality of life for the residents. I believe data centers would not 
receive such pushbacks if the citizens were brought into the planning and discussion. 
Safety, noise, water pollution, utility costs are upmost in people’s minds and opportunity 
for full discussion must be provided. 

 


