
Chairman, members of the committee, thank you for allowing me to speak today. 

My name is Jessica Baker. I’m from Williamsburg, Ohio. I’ve lived in rural Ohio my whole life 
because this is where I want to be. I’m also a Realtor, not a lobbyist, not a political 
operative, and definitely not somebody funded by foreign billionaires. 

The reality is much less dramatic than what some people are trying to portray. This 
movement is made up of ordinary Ohioans printing petitions at home, using coupon codes 
to purchase banners at Walgreens, driving county to county on their own dime, and 
standing outside in every kind of Ohio weather because they care about their communities. 

That’s who Conserve Ohio is. 

What’s been most surprising is who is standing beside each other now. Republicans. 
Democrats. Libertarians. Farmers. Environmentalists. Small business owners. Parents and 
grandparents. People who normally would never agree on anything are suddenly working 
together because they started seeing the same things happening all over Ohio. 

As a Realtor, I also have to ask: if Ohio is supposedly in a housing crisis, why are we tearing 
down perfectly good homes or placing massive industrial projects right beside 
neighborhoods and new subdivisions? Who is going to want to build or buy a home beside 
thousands of megawatts worth of industrial infrastructure? 

And I think this committee also needs to understand that what is being proposed today is 
not the same scale as the data centers Ohio already has. 

Much of the information publicly discussed on May 27th involved facilities that were only a 
few hundred megawatts at most. 

What is being proposed now are projects in the THOUSANDS of megawatts. 

Brown County alone has a 2,000 MW large load request tied to the Mt. Orab area. Adams 
County has around 1,300 MW. There are many more across Ohio just like it, and we know 
this because the PJM large load requests exist. 

Everyday Ohioans should not have to spend their evenings submitting records requests 
and digging through utility filings just to understand what is happening around their homes. 
That is why people elect leaders in the first place. 

So I want to leave this committee with a few questions. 

First, if transparency builds trust, why are NDAs becoming such a common part of these 
projects in small-town Ohio? And why did Ohio pass R.C. 9.66(D), shielding more economic 



development information from the public at the exact moment communities are asking for 
more transparency, not less? 

Second, does this committee truly understand the diƯerence in scale between the data 
centers Ohio has today and the multi-thousand megawatt industrial campuses now being 
proposed across this state before continuing to encourage them? 

And finally, has anybody actually been able to clearly determine and publicly explain how 
much water facilities of this size will use long term? Because for something that could 
permanently reshape rural Ohio, that information seems surprisingly diƯicult to find. 

Thank you. 

Jessica Baker 

 


