
I am writing to ask the Select Committee on Data Centers to fully consider the multiple harms 
that data centers will inflict on Ohio’s citizens.  I support all of Save Ohio Park’s findings and 
recommendations, as detailed below. 
 
Their key finding is that restrictions on wind and solar energy projects for the past 
decade have cost Ohio more than 5.3 GW of generation capacity in projects denied or 
withdrawn -- enough energy that could have powered almost all data center 
interconnection requests received by AEP. 

Among our recommendations are: 

●​ Place a moratorium on data center approvals until comprehensive federal and state AI 
regulations are adopted. 

●​ Prohibit the use of non-disclosure agreements and require public consultation in siting 
decisions. 

●​ Require data centers to meet or offset their energy demand with 100 percent solar, wind, 
and energy storage, either onsite or offsite, by investing in utility-scale, community, or 
residential energy resources. 

●​ Pass laws allowing data centers to use off-site energy generation (virtual net metering), 
install energy efficiency, and scale back use during peak hours (demand response). 

●​ Ensure parity in state and local law among all sources of energy generation, with the 
same provisions for state control and local input for oil, gas, solar, wind, battery storage, 
geothermal, and biomass. 

●​ Make tax benefits for data centers contingent upon the data center establishing energy 
and water efficiency measures; reporting publicly on energy and water use, including 
adherence to safe air emissions and water quality; or subsidizing residential energy 
efficiency upgrades, rooftop solar, and energy storage. 

●​ Ensure large load users pay necessary grid modernization costs to support grid 
reliability. 

 
Please also include more opportunities for citizens to weigh in.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
Shelly Casto, Columbus Ohio 


