
Co-Chair Holmes, Co-Chair Chavez, and members of Select Committee on Data Centers,  
 
My name is Mackenzie Doyle, and I am a citizen of Cincinnati, OH. I also serve as the Justice Promoter for the 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati. The Sisters of Charity have been passionate for a long time about the 
wellbeing of future generations as they started schools, hospitals, orphanages, women’s shelters, and more. 
For the last forty years, that focus has been on taking care of the earth, so that future generations have a 
liveable future. Their mission statement says, “We choose to act justly, to build loving relationships, to share 
our resources with those in need, and to care for all creation (Chapter 2011).” 
 
I am concerned about the impact of data centers on Ohioans both now and in the future. Already, there have 
been complaints across the country about noise and pollution, increased energy costs covered by nearby 
residents, and farmers being forced to sell to data centers. Thus, I believe there needs to be some guardrails 
on what data centers can and can’t do. Most importantly, local residents should have a voice in the approval of 
data center construction, and the location of the data center should consider the amount of polluting industries 
in an area. They should not add more toxicity to an environment where people are already facing decreased 
life expectancy and increased health issues.   
 
I would encourage you to read this report as it says that data centers could work in Ohio if they are run on 
renewable energy. 
https://saveohioparks.org/2026/05/11/save-ohio-parks-research-says-ai-data-center-buildout-can-work-if-it-runs
-on-renewable-energy/?link_id=2&can_id=7e833cd733d4ff4d45d207ab06d4222e&source=email-urgent-phone
-banks-monday-and-tuesday-this-week&email_referrer=email_3259858&email_subject=this-monday-rally-testi
mony-at-the-ohio-statehouse&&.  
 
Some recommendations from this organization are as follows:  

●​ Place a moratorium on data center approvals until comprehensive federal and state AI regulations are 
adopted. 

●​ Prohibit the use of non-disclosure agreements and require public consultation in siting decisions. 
●​ Require data centers to meet or offset their energy demand with 100 percent solar, wind, and energy 

storage, either onsite or offsite, by investing in utility-scale, community, or residential energy resources.  
●​ Pass laws allowing data centers to use off-site energy generation (virtual net metering), install energy 

efficiency, and scale back use during peak hours (demand response).  
●​ Ensure parity in state and local law among all sources of energy generation, with the same provisions 

for state control and local input for oil, gas, solar, wind, battery storage, geothermal, and biomass. 
●​ Make tax benefits for data centers contingent upon the data center establishing energy and water 

efficiency measures; reporting publicly on energy and water use, including adherence to safe air 
emissions and water quality; or subsidizing residential energy efficiency upgrades, rooftop solar, and 
energy storage. 

●​ Ensure large load users pay necessary grid modernization costs to support grid reliability. 
 
I would concur with these recommendations as a way to protect Ohioans from some of the negative impacts 
that data centers are having on people.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,  
Mackenzie Doyle  
 
mackenzie.doyle@srcharitycinti.org  
513-347-1410 
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