
TO: Co-Chairs Adam Holmes and Brian M. Chavez, and Members of the Select 
Committee on Data Centers  

FROM: Mary Alleger  

DATE: June 1, 2026  

RE: General Public Testimony Regarding Data Center Expansion in Ohio 

Co-Chairs Holmes and Chavez, and Members of the Select Committee, 

My name is Mary Alleger, and I am a resident of Columbus. I am submitting this 
testimony today to express my deep concern regarding the unchecked expansion of 
massive data centers in our state. 

I want to be clear: I am fully in favor of technology, innovation, and economic growth. 
However, what we have witnessed in other states that have opened their doors to these 
massive facilities is frightening, and Ohio must heed these warning signs before it is too 
late. 

If we allow these developments to proceed without strict oversight and resource 
protections, we face three critical threats to our communities: 

●​ Electrical Grid Instability: Our current electrical grid is simply not built to 
sustain the astronomical, 24/7 power demands of massive data centers. Pushing 
our infrastructure beyond its limits puts our communities at risk of rolling 
blackouts and compromised reliability. 

●​ Surging Energy Costs for Citizens: As the grid requires massive, expensive 
upgrades to accommodate these corporations, the financial burden is inevitably 
passed down. Everyday Ohioans should not be footing the bill and suffering 
spikes in their monthly energy costs just to subsidize the operations of 
multi-billion-dollar tech companies. 

●​ Depletion and Pollution of Water Resources: These facilities require millions 
of gallons of water for cooling purposes. They are drawing heavily from our clean 
drinking water supply, draining a vital public resource. Furthermore, the industrial 
runoff and wastewater associated with these operations risk poisoning whatever 
clean water we have left. 

Innovation should never come at the expense of our citizens' basic needs. We cannot 
trade our grid stability, affordable utility rates, and clean drinking water for data storage. 



I urge this committee to prioritize the well-being of Ohio residents by implementing strict 
regulations, ensuring that infrastructure costs are borne by the corporations rather than 
the taxpayers, and mandating rigorous environmental protections for our water supply. 

Thank you for your time and for the opportunity to testify today. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Alleger 

Columbus, Ohio 

 m.e.alleger@gmail.com 

 


