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For the last six months I have been running.  For the last six months every extra minute of time 
has been spent researching. 
 
In July 2025 I was shocked to find out that the Lorain County Commissioners were planning to 
create a megasite.  The megasite would combine approximately 2000 acres of land, 1000 on 
each side of a regularly traveled road.  A road that would need to be rerouted to accommodate 
this structure. I didn’t know what a megasite would entail, and quite honestly, they still have not 
been transparent on who or what will be included in it.  This site would be up against the 2 acres 
of land my husband and I had purchased to build and retire on.  We purchased this land to 
celebrate our children’s milestones as well as our grandchildren.  We wanted a larger space so 
our dogs could run their little hearts out. 
 
In December 2025 we received a notification of a request to rezone land from residential/ag 1 to 
Industrial.  The land to be rezoned surrounds our 2 acres on both sides and along the back.  
Over the next three months I spoke at zoning board meetings and at our township trustee 
meetings.  I begged and pleaded for our land to be saved and for the rezoning to not go 
through.  After each speech, a few community members would tell me good job and thank you.  
When the trustees received the zoning commissions vote of 4 to 1 to deny the rezoning, we all 
breathed a little easier.  At the trustee meeting where the decision was to be made, I sat off to 
the side.  An elderly couple who I had seen at the other meetings came in and sat behind me.  
The wife was very nervous and she said to me I hope they don’t allow this.  We live right next to 
it.  On my way to the meeting that night I noticed the sun coming through the clouds and I felt a 
little comfort and felt it was going to be okay.  I relayed that to her and she said I hope and pray 
you are right.  The trustees did not take much time to make the decision 3-0 to deny the 
rezoning.  The way this woman hooted and hollered behind me, made me cry.  Her life and 
livelihood would be saved and the world that she knew would stay the same and not be 
disrupted and ruined. 
 
As the community felt a sense of victory in the rezoning being denied, we all knew that we had 
to keep our guard up.  We knew the commissioners and the developer would not give up on 
their megasite dream.   
 
At the same time all of this was happening, I heard about a group in southern Ohio fighting a 
battle for their land and water.  I watched news clips and saw postings on social media.  They 
had gone to the state with petitions to request an amendment.  I could see that these people 
were organizing for a battle.  A battle that I have willfully joined. 
 
As a county lead in a volunteer grassroots group, I meet a lot of people.  I hang out at flea 
markets, town events, and voting sites gathering signatures.  Young, old and people my age 
sign the petition.  I hear “thank you for doing this”.  I’m told “I already sound” from across the 



sidewalk.  Younger people say “we have to get rid of these, they are no good”.  Tech workers 
saying, “I’m in tech, but I hate these things, they don’t do any good and they’re taking jobs 
away”.  The educated group that speaks to me repeats the facts to me, “You know these use 
millions of gallons of water”.  “Do you know how much our electric bills are going to go up?”.  I 
have also had supportive colorful comments made as well, but I won’t share those with you on 
record.  And while I have received mostly support, I can tell you I have had less than a handful 
tell me they are for data centers. 
 
In my county alone, I have over 30 volunteers collecting signatures.  I have handed out packets 
to people who message me within a week saying, hey can I turn these in they’re full now.  I have 
sat in the back of my car during a rainstorm with people coming up to sign.  I have frozen my 
hands at a late night event for these signatures. 
 
Why do I gather signatures and am against data centers?  For my elderly community members 
that cannot afford a utility increase that will triple their electric bill.  For the children in my 
community to be able to drink clean water.  For the future and current farmers who will have 
their soil disrupted by toxic water and air.  For the farm animals to stay healthy instead of  
developing a sickness and possibly die. For the decades of hard work that my community has 
committed to being good stewards of our land and water.  For the families that go to Lake Erie 
on a hot day and swim to be in safe, clean water.  For the many new and old kayakers that 
spend endless hours on the Black River.  For the fishing industry built by businesses and 
individuals that fish in Lake Erie.  For the animals in the Lorain County metroparks like deer, fox, 
owls, and bald eagles.  For the safety and security of my community to not have their livelihoods 
threatened by an industry built on greed.  I gather signatures against an industry that will make 
the unemployment lines in Ohio longer.  Against an industry that is about to meet its demise in 
the near future, where we will be left with empty buildings like the steel mill in Lorain, the Ford 
plant in Lorain, the abandoned, with the exception of four stores, Midway Mall.  Against the 
industry that seeks to take all and leave nothing for the communities. 
 
This is a fight that I have taken on knowing what I am against.  I stand for my community, my 
county and my state.  This committee should also stand for your constituents and enact a 
moratorium to ban large scale data centers.  This committee needs to honor Ohio and all 
Ohioans and say no to big tech.​
 


