
Good afternoon my name is Nanette Fitzpatrick 

I am a resident of Fairfield County, my family has lived in the Village of Baltimore, Ohio for 
over 40 years.  Two weeks ago, I discovered a new Data Center is being built in our county 
on Route 37 between Route 204 & Route 79.  500 acres of prime farmland has been cleared 
and construction has begun. This location is less than a half mile from Buckeye Lake in 
Millersport, Ohio.  

Buckeye Lake is one of the busiest State Parks in all of Ohio. I have always considered this 
a major tourist attraction. Thousands of people go there to fish and boat all through the 
year. I know many families that spend their vacations there, using the RV park or renting 
houses right on the lake.  My first thought was who thought building something like this next 
to a tourist attraction was a good idea.  

When I saw this construction taking place, I was shocked. The next day I contacted the 
Village Administrator for Millersport. I spoke with Mr. Vince Popo to ask questions. He 
confirmed that this was a Data Center and explained that he and the town council had 
been approached in January 2025 about this project.  I was able to tell as he spoke that he 
also was not happy about this being built in his community. 

 He explained that there was a Petition drawn up by a Columbus Real Estate lawyer named 
Jill Tangeman from the firm Vorys, to annex and rezone a 500-acre parcel from Walnut Twp. 
to Millersport. This Petition was presented to the Fairfield County Broad of Commissioner 
for their approval. 

 Mr. Popo explained that Millersport council had 3 public meetings. He said they were not 
well attended by residents of Millersport / Buckeye Lake; there were people that resided in 
Fairfield County that did attend. I was not aware that these meetings had taken place.   

My conversation with Mr. Popo concerned me because he felt that they didn’t have any 
choice, that with or without their approval this plan would move forward through other 
means. My next call was to the Fairfield County Board of Commissioners. I spoke with their 
public relations associate Bennett. He explained exactly what the board is responsible for, 
he stated if a Petition is filled out correctly and everything is in order, their job is to approve 
it. They do not have any say over what is being built. 

Next, I emailed the lawyer that had drawn up this petition, but she never responded to my 
email. I also contacted Vantage Data Center that owns this center. This is their 2nd center in 
our state. The first one is in New Albany, Ohio. I was unable to speak directly to anyone at 
this company. I emailed them, they also have not responded to my inquiry.   



Through this process I learned that the companies that own these Data Center require 
most of the people involved to sign NDAs.  This is a very important detail when it comes to 
these projects,  it is almost impossible to find anyone willing to answer questions.  

Mr. Popo shared with me he did not sign an NDA and was willing to answer any questions 
anyone might have. 

So I ask this committee: If the State of Ohio is open for business to any company, why are 
these companies allowed to have NDAs when they are building in our communities. These 
Data Centers are changing our way of life. 

One of the most troubling facts about these centers is that we already have 150 right here 
in Central Ohio, and there are more under construction.  Cleveland has 25 and Cincinnati 
has 23.  We don’t seem to have any regulations or specified requirements that have been 
put in place before allowing them to build in our communities. 

 I visited a site under construction in New Albany Ohio. Tucked away on Beech & Morse 
Road. 85 acres of prime farmland is under construction. This project is massive. The type of 
infrastructure and materials needed to support the electricity needs of these projects is on 
a massive scale. The effect this has on the landscape is staggering. 

 I invite everyone here to take a ride and visit this site, after you witness what is taking place 
in this location.  I ask you to turn around and look at the residential homes sitting just a few 
yards from this center. These two things do not belong in the same area. The landscape of 
Ohio is being completely reshaped without input from the residents that live in these 
locations. 

The information I have collected is unsettling. The enormous amount of water they use on a 
daily has been reported to be up to 5+ million gallons per day.  A representative of the Data 
centers says that they use no more water and electricity than other companies. I 
respectfully disagree. 

 A Data Center complex is very different from any other industry. Their centers can only 
operate if they use our resources.  Water and electricity are resources that Ohio residents 
must have to survive.  The farmers in our communities also rely heavily on the water for 
their livestock and crops. The past few years we have experienced excessive heat and 
drought that started in late June and went through till October. 

 You now have hundreds of these centers being build in locations very close to each other. 
Who is making sure we don’t deplete our water supply? Who is overseeing all of this 
construction and is making sure we are not over-building to the point that the residents of 
Ohio or the other companies that call Ohio home still have what they need to survive and 



operate.  We have allowed so many of these companies to come into our state and use our 
resources. Who pays the price if those resources dry up? 

 

Ohio residents that now have these center near their homes are sharing what they are 
experiencing:  Excessive light and noise 24 hours a day 365 days of the year, Low water 
pressure, sediment residue, discolored water with odor, increased electricity rates.  

These residents have lived in their homes for decades. Their way of life has been 
completely altered. They can’t sit outside due to the noise and light being emitted from 
these centers. Air quality is being affected.  

The landscape of Ohio has always been its best asset. But that is being destroyed because 
of poor location choices. 

The housing prices are now 10 times higher in Fairfield County than when we purchased 
our home in 1983. How do you explain to some of the homeowners that you allowed 
companies from California to come in and completely change a desirable zip code to one 
no one wants to live in.  

These centers are not eye appealing and I know none of you would purchase a home near  
one. 

My request is: to slow down and pause any building of new Data Centers that are under 
construction in our state.  

In the United States - Eleven States have made the decision to say No to Data Centers.  

There are critical questions that need to be answered before we continue to build any more 
Data Centers. 

We need an independent study of the effects that these Data Centers have on the 
environment and communities. It needs to be independent study not our EPA.  We need an 
outside agency that has no ties to the companies building these centers. 

We need these questions answered. 

How many gallons of water do they use each day? 

 What happens to this water as it goes those these systems? 

Does this water evaporate from the heat intense produced by these units? 

Does it constantly have to be replenished? 



If they are using a single closed looped system to cool these units, the tubes will have to be 
purged to get rid of the build up inside them.  What happens to the sludge removed in this 
process?  

Is that sludge being tested and what is its classification. Is this sludge considered a forever 
chemical?  Is it tested to see if it causes cancer? 

How are these chemicals disposed of, after they have been removed?  

Is the water runoff from these units being allowed back into our ground water? 

The University of Cambridge has been conducting a study of 6,000 Data Centers that are 
not closed to communities or other businesses. They are finding that the intense heat from 
these units is creating what they describe as heat deserts. Making the ground unsuitable 
for anything else in the future. 

 

What guarantees are you willing to put in place to protect the residents of Ohio from 
possible issues that arise from allowing these Data Centers to be built in their 
communities? 

 

 

 


